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CROSS EXAMINATION - Resumed 


CAPT. TUBRIDY: The witness is reminded that he is still under oath. 
WITNESS: Yes. 
BY DR. KEMPNER: 

Q I want to come back to the question concerning the mkk oath. If I understood 
you correctly yesterday, you stated that before 1914, that is, the year 1892 or during 
that time, you made an oath to the King of Prussia, but in 1919, an oath to Mr. 
Eber, and a later onm to the Field Marshal Von Hindenburg. After that, you made 
an oath to Adolf ittkk Hitler. 

À Yes, four oaths all together, 

Q I now repeat this oath to you, and I want to ask you if you did not make 
this mistake in your statements, that you did not give an oath to Eber and Hin- 


denburg personally, but to the German Republic, 


A It could be that I made a ýistake there. 
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Q And 1 will ask you whether, after that period, Hitler ordered that a personal 
oath be taken to him. To make this clear, I will now read this mkxx oath to you, 
the oath of the Reichswehr which you gavef after 1918 is as followsx. I quote the 
Reichs Federal Register, 1919, page 1928.  Wouldxgz you please read this oath 
and tellm me if that is the correct oath? 

A Should I| read it aloud? 

Q Yes, please. 

A "I swear that 1 will conduct myself as a brave and honorable soldier, and 
will give my whole power to the defense of the German Reich and my home state at 
any time and at any place, and to defend the Government by the people and that I 
will obey my superiors." 

Q Is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q After Hitler's rise to p&bwer, you made another oath, and at that time the 
Reich president, Von Hindenburg, was still alive. 1 ask you now, if this oath is 
correct. It is taken from the German Federal Register, 1933, page 1017. would 
you please read that oath aloud? 

A "I swear by God this holy oath that I will serve my people and country 
truthfully and readily as & brave and obedient soldier, and will be xzxyxx at any 
time ready to give my life for thismxkkx oath." 

Q Is that right? É 

A I have to add something to this. I can remember still on whose side the 
former oath of the old German Kaiser was because at that time, as an adjutent, 


I gave this oath to many recruits and these two oaths x | remembered through 


reading this register. May I add something. 
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Q  Blease. 

A You stated before that the oath to Hitler was given while President fon 
Hindenburg was still alive. ‘that is not the case. That is not true. 

Q That is a mx mistake àn our part. 

A May L continue? 

Q Please do. 

A When Hindenburg died, I was in Obersdorf, on a furlough, and was ordered to 
Tannenberg for the funeral. After the funeral I returned to Ubersdorf. Later on 
I was xEX sworn in by Col. Gen. Von Fritsch personally, and at that time von Mm Hin- 
xx denburg was already dead. 

Q I am coming to this point now. The two oaths which you have just ready 
mention the gmt Republic, and did not mention the Chief of State, did it? 

Á No, i£ not according to the wording of this oath. 

Q And now we cane to the oath which you gave after the death of Hindenburg. 

I now present this oath to you ard ask you if this is correct. Was this the oath? 

A "I swear by God this holy oath thet l will give absolute obedience to the 
leader of the German Reich and people, Adolf Hitler, the Commander in Chief of 
he Army, and that 1 will, as a brave soldier, be ready to give my life." 

Yes, that was the oath that was given by the German Army. 

Q Isn't it correct that through this personal oath Hitler wanted to chain 
the Army closer to him? 

A Yes, one could conclude that from this oath. 

Q Did he have a special reason for this? 

A I think that you can look for the reason of this oath in the Roehm XXXgEPutsc 


ink$ 1934 which almost removed Hitler from powers He was looking for a group which 


would be true to him and that was the Army because it is wapomk well know that 


the Army was true to its oath. 
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Q then 1 came to a new paragraph. Would you please try to set yourself back 


to the time of the August days of 1939, when Hitler made this speech at Obersalzberg, 


That was on 22 August 1939. You were there yersmally during that speech? 

A Yes. 

Q Who were the other generals that were there with you? 

A if 4 remember correctly, there was the Commander in Chief of the Army Group 
North, the Commander in the West at that time was General Von Ley, also our chiefs 
of staff -- mine was General »^annstein -- and the various other officers. Then 
there was also present Goering with his usual company, the then Foreign Minister 
Hibbentrop who was supposed to leave immediately for Mosgow. fxm 

Q dn other words, the gentlemen were the cmmmanders in chief of the army with 
their staffs. is that right: Was that the group as such or were there any others 
present? | am only interested in the military] I don't wx care about Ribbentrop 
and so on. 

A There were the three commanders in chief for the East and one for the | est, 

Were Halder, Brauchitsch and Blaskowitz there? 


I don't remember. Halder and Brauchitsh possibly, but Blaskowitz definitely 


In other wrds, it really was the higher military authorities? 

I don't want to use that term when speaking of this group of men, but there 
were the various commanderswho met there; there were the various field officers 
who were supposed to be in charge of this Eastern campaign. 

Q Isn't it true that these gentlemen were there for the very reason that 
they had these ranks and were being prepared for this campaign? 


A These men that were there were mk in more or less prominent jobs. That 


is,any Army group commander which might have been designated for the job would 
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have been present. If I, for instance, would have been sick, my deputy would 

have gone there to represent me. Ore other reason for our going there was that 
we went to discuss the latest map plans concerning this Eastern campaign with 

Hitler. May I add sanething to this? 

Q Yes. 

A Iwant to state that at that time I was an inactive officer and had oniy 
been recalled for the Polish campaign. At that time, therefore, 1 was not the 
Commander in Chief of the Berlin headquarters, but it was umer General von Bock. 

Q The group about which we are now arguing -- I use the word group because 
of the following differences -- if I understood you correctly, you mean to say that 
these groups were not made up of names, but they were composed by men because of 
their duties. in other words, no matter who they were, if their duties imax 


enclosed this campaign, they were there. For instance, if General von Rund stedt 


* 
was sick, it was his representative who represented him on this campaing. Am 


I correct? 

A Imea to say that in this meeting there were 5 Army groups. Group l - 
Berlin; Group 2 - Kasselx&, which was later moved to Frankfurt; Group 3 - Dresden; 
Group 4 - Leipzig; and Group 5, Vienna. These commanders for General Von List and 
General Von Reichenau were not present mikex while l, an outsider, had been called 
in xxx for a particular job. That is, as far as 1 remenber they were not present, 

Q Isn't it correct that these individuals, or these groups of individuals, 
worked on the plans which had been ordered by the leaders at that time? 

A No, this order concerning this campaign wx which went from the Fuehrer 
at that time was worked out by the commanders in chief of the armed forces, Gere ral 
Von Brauchitsch and General von Reichenau and we, as group commanders, received 


our instructions and active zones from these but only so far as it concerned sectors 





eii rta HU NN 


Ahuna 
Take 1, Page 6 
20 June 46 


in which we were interested. According to the orders which we Army group commanders 
received, we gave ouit the orders to the individual armies that were under our com- 
mani. During this conference, all this was told the Fuehrer again. 

Q I wat to ask you a question about a concert. Did you ever go to a 
concert? 

A Yes, often. 

Q Isn't it the same idea as a concert, one plays the violán, one the piano, 
and still tthers play different instruments, but they all have to get together 
under the director. Isn't it the same with the Army? 

A If we want to go into concerts, it would be about the same. You had one 
man directing, and that was the Fuehrer. Under him was a second director who just 
used the same movements as the first director, the Commander in Chief of the armed 
forces, and under him were his instruments, 4 violins playing, each playing a 
different note. Therefore, you would not have various instruments, but the same 
instrument. 

add 
If you mai, for instance, the airforce to it, then you would have a third 


instrument, a cello, and the Navy, a trombone, but you would not have more than 


3 different instruments. 


Q Concerning something else,x something which you said. You said once that 


until the preparations of the French campaign, Adolf Hitler had never messed 
into the preparations of these campaigns. Is that correct? 

A I want to state that I expressed this differently. 1 said that Hitler did 
not intrude upon my plans. That is, he did not, for instance, tell me to move 
this division to a different spot, a spot other than the one I had designated, 
as he did later on I am sorry to say. If he messed into the xffir affairs of 


the unhappy commander in chief of the armed forces, that I don't know, 
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Q Isn't it true that until a certain time Hitler had very great respect for 
the Army leaders and knew that the people were able? 

A Jt could be but I think there is a deeper reason. I believe that from the 
people surrounding him he was talked to so often that after tha he considered 


himself the greatest field commander and then decided that he would do everything. 


Q But 1 am asking you á a question concerning the year 1939. You admit, 


don't you, that at that time, Hitler still considered the Army leaders as being 
very ahle? 

A I stated that that was correct. 

Q In other words he knew at that time that the men with the red stripes were 
able and knew that he could not mess into their affairs, is that right? 

A Yes, that is correct. 

Q Död it change later on? 

A Yes, it changed in the winter of 1941 when he became commander in chief of 
the armed forces personally. 

Q That was after the beginning of the Russ ian campaign? 

A That was during the Xxxxixx crisis of the heavy winter in łk Decembér, 19/1. 
May& 1 add something concerning Hitler's messing into our affiars? 

Q Please. 

,A For instance, during the Western mxxyximgxi campaign in France, Hitler 
stopped my armored division of my army xup group and the result of that was 
that the British were able to escape mmm from Dunkirk, That was a very EX big 
mistake of a commander. He stated that the reason for this was that in the 
second phase of the French campaign,that is the driving South of France, that he 
did not want to wreck these armored divisions needlessly. How angry we leaders 


were at that time is indescribable. 
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Q In other words, I want to ask you now, a historien. question. If x it would 


have ween without Hitler and if it was under kxm/leadership,m£xumw the Army 
Commanders, you would be in England by now? 

A No, I would like to state idt te sorry 1 cannot say kerk that. I think 
it would have been completely impossible to land or to invade England. We did 
not have thex ships, we did not have the necessary trained men for the necessary 
loading, and then there was no German fleet or ships that could compare with the 
British fleet. 1n addition to that, our airforce was much too weak. No, an 
invasion of England would never have succeeded. The main point was that in order 
to drive towards England, first the French had to be beaten, which still, at that 
time, had not been done. 

Q Isn't it true, do you agree ma with me as 1 have stated it, that if it 
had not been for Hitler, you gentlemen would ha e made out one hundred times 
better later on? 

A  Iwant to say that if England had lost its field Army at that time,England 
would have finished the war and the peace, the following, peace », would have been 
on a basis that would have been more favorable to d 

Q In other words, Hitler lost the war, is that right? 

A In the German papers, 1 am sorry to say it is written differently now. 

Q But you believe that I am correct with my statement? Does that mmf conform 
with yours? 

A Yes, on the vhole I agree. 

Q I now want to deal shortly with the famous Barbarosa meeting. That was the 
second conference of the military and the political leaders, is that correct? 

A Tt was the same thing again.  Th& is, receiving orders as it was the first 
time. It was a briefing of the commanders, and the air canmmanders were present, 


also the Army group canmanders, but 1 don't think that the Navy commanders 
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were present at that time. 

Q Witness, please don't misunderstamd what I am going to say now. I want 
to say this beforehand.  /e.xx are here in a scientific x2 cohversation con- 
mmrkziumx cerning certain matters. I am here as an American prosecutor, however, 
1 want yom for a moment to take ik the part of a German General Staff Officer 
as far as | can. xx Please don't misunderstand me, but I am amazed to hear 
that the higher leaders and the Army commanders mxxk only received orders. 

Don't you vant to change that a little bit? Yon't you want to add a little bit 
to it instead of leaving it the way it is? ‘lhe way it looks now it seems that 
all these gentlemen were puppets. 

A It is not the least bit different from the old times, the times of the 
Kaiser. We, the Army command, were only the second step. The orders came from 
the Army supreme command above which was the Kaiser and they were passed down to 
us and we, of the lower commands, distributed themto the men amongst us. 

If there were sane other opinions or sane other proposals than those opinions 

which at that time was 
or proposals which existed during the time of the Kaiser, £*/was in the hands of 
the chief of staff,and during Hitler's time it was in the hands of the Supreme 
Commander of the Army, but never in the hands of an Army Group' Commander, If you 
want to put it that way, a little harsh, the men under Kaiser, at that time, were 
the same kind of order receivers as wex were under Hitler. Something that the 
Kaiser would not have done but that Hitler later did was to give direct orders 
to the regular Army. 
what have 

Q In other words, after/you ku/told me today, I have to change my opinion 

of the German General Officer Staff to sucha a way that the Commanding Generalwas 


a sort of letter carrier. is that what you want to says or is that only concerning 


the political side of the question? ji 
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A  L have to leave the opinion to the Prosecutor. 1 donit see anything shame- 
ful -- any actions of » generals as soldiers. We did our Rd Do: or not you 
want to consider us as Xeater letter carriers, thatX remains up to you. 

W Was that also the fact with the political situation or was it only concerning 
your own work? 

À The political situation was no business of the Army Commamier, The Army 
officer or the Army man only did what he was told by his superior officers. Whether 
these duties were small or large depended on the rank of the man, but tney were all 
basically the same. 1 believe it is the same kig thing in eveyy Army of the world, 
because 1 cannot think of any Army existing under any other conditions 

in regard to the political situation 

Q Didn't Hitler orient the Army leaders/before the Polish campaign 7 

A Hitler made these political statements every time he issued these orders to 
the General staff without giving us a chance to check on these xkxurk statements or to 
scrutimize them closeyy. Whether or not he was just giving us a briefing 1 donit 
know. ‘Ihe same thing waskx done, as you may know, when the kaiser, in 1914, before 
the beginning of the war, stated that the countried forced him to enter the war. The 
Kaiser spoke from the balcony to the German people, while Hitler used other means. 

Q When the Russian campaign started, you wereCommander in Chief of the Army 
group South, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q You stated you were an order receiver? 

A Yes. 


Q How long did this last, in the case Barbarosa, and also in Berchtesgaden? 
you, 
How long did you personally speak with the Fuehreg,mxe the Commander of the Army 


Group South? 


A  Chncerning the Polish campaign, the discussion was in Berchtesgaden, and / / 
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concerning the Russian campaing, it was in the headquarters near Berlin. 

Q Was it im not in the Reichs Chancellory that he talked to you concerning 
his? 

À I believe that it was this lmmp bomb proof headquarters near Berlin, near 
Wuensdorf. 

Q How long xx did it last with you? I believe it started at 1100 in the 
morning and the Silver Fox matter was mixwxxouw discussed? 

A What is the Silver Fox : 

Q That is the name of an operation with which you did not have anything to do. 

ÀA The discussion concerning my leadership of the Army group according to the 
arat orders 1 received from the Supreme Vommander of the Army only lasted a few 
minutes. 

Q You made a speech as you had intended to do, didn't you? 

A Yes. 1 xhmxE showed him on a mm map, that | had this and this duty and 1 
was going to do it in such a way, this army is going to do this, andthis army is 
going to do thet. 

XQ Who, of the other gentlemen, were with you at that time when you made this 
speech’ 

A Idon't know ehether this was the first or second discussion. 1 know that 
at one time L was there with all my army commanders, That was the time when this 
terrible commissar order was issued,and if 1 remenlyer corráctly, the other Army 
commanders also showed their duties of their corps on this map. 

Q In other words, you xkmx showed hig how a thing like this was supposed to 
be done. Did he give you any orders concerning this? 


i 
A  Xkkmk Hitler did not ask any questions, however im stated two questions. 


One of them was that between the Army group Rundstedt and the Army group Bock | | 
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there was a hole of almost 100 kilometers. That was the area of the Rocketno 
swamps which were supposed to be impassable for troops. I stated, at that time, 
that from the experience I had in bhe East in the last war, that it would be 
possible to operate in the Rocketno swamps if we had artillery like the Russians 
had. 1 therefore proposed that same troops be posted through these swamps. That 
was one position. Zk 
The second question was concerning the fare fact ee Tue was well known 

that powerful Soviet forces were facing the CE. emi Pe i Hungary. 
All these troops had to do was to make a right face or start marching and they would 
head right into my right flank of my x center inr. " I proposed to at least let a 
few divisions march from Hungary uver to the Carpaten mountains. 

«4 In other words, you told them what you considered right? 

A A comple tion of the plans in the presence of the commanders of the Army 
staff is more appropriate. 

Q I want to say sanething here. I found in the files of the gereral staff 
a note that you were at B sc OR for two hours. That is, from 1200 to 1400. 

A If you knew Hitler, you would know that mm if you discussed any military 
matters with him, right in themk middle of your discussion he would start talking 


about the proposed considerations for a new armored car . He would get off ona 
se 


an altogether different pláne, but the actual discussion only lasted a few 


minutes, 
Q Dià he approvest of your suggestions? 
A No. That was impossible because not enough forces were available, and because 


the Hungarians were later found Gut to be only very weak supporting forces, What 
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1 did then, through redio deception, was to have an Army march into the taaten | 
moUCdOCcULEN mountains.x On the other hand, the Russian Army, which was in the Rockyinc 
swamps, did give me quite a bit of difficulty. 

Q XexxxmrjxunXy 1 have only two more questions to this topic. in other words, 
let's go back to this point. If Hitler did not agree with your suggestions, you 
considered it imperative that you carry kx them out yoursel f7 

A Only if the Supreme Commander of the Army agreed and if the force s were 
available. I hever could have changed the plan of operation . 

Q In otherwords, 1 do not want to use the bad word here again, the technicians, 
the people who made these plans and proposals were ae oe to the point that 
without them Hitler could not have done anything? 

A Yes, that is why every President, why every chief of State has his k armies 
and their general staffs. 

Q One last question concerhing kms this theme. You knew the fił Field Marshals 
Bixxxx Blaskowitz, Brauchitsch and Halder for many years? Are these men honest men, 
and xkxk if they say anything under oath, do they kep their oath? 

A That is certain, 

Q Thank you. 

A I know that there is a statement , I hlmXeix buck believe Halder Am Blaskowitz 
furnished statements, but they contained the wrong idea. 

Q Z£ I have no further questions, WM gegen that I have only a very shat 
time, à and if you think that after the recess I could continued on the war crimes 
situation, then 1 would suggest thet we recess now? 


CAPT TUBRIDY: Very well, we will recess for 10 minutes. 


(A recess was taken.) 


| 3 
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I now come to a very unfortunate cua 

that with you in the same scientific manner that I discussed the previous 
cuestions. n the 18th and 19th of October the famous orders concerning the 
Commandos Were issued. 

Yes, in October 1942, after the .eppe matter. 

In talking about these Orders I refer to L498=PS and 5034PS and I am 
now giving you photostatic copies of these two documents. 

(Documents handed to witne 

You remember that you received th in October of 1942. An I correct? 

Yes, that is when the orders arrived. 

Did you carry out these oruers, that is, to hand 

the SD, or not? 
uiet kind of sabotage and none 
were ever handed over to the SD; and because after the action 
spoke yesterday, there was na any further commando 

activity. 

In other words you sabotaged the mat and lo anything’ 

Yes, quietly and in connection even With the SD in France, which 
worked loyally there. I might add that shortly before 
recuested that this order be xaeimm rescinded. Especially concerning para- 
troopers the cuestion was there whether or not a paratrooper who lands far 

he 

behind the lines and destroys an electrical station, whether /is a commando 
or not because these actions could be very important or have a very great 
effect in military matters. 

Did you receive an answer to that? 

The result was a new Fuehrer Order which, if I remember correctly, 


contained a map tain border lines in back of which the men wer 
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to be considered commando troops while in the other sector they were 
XENXX considered fighting troops. 

And then you were answered that "No, the commando order will remain." 
Is that correct, 

If I remember correctly there was an entirely new order which cave 
directives as to where they were considered commandos and where considered 


oe 1 


fighting troops, concerning special battery headcuarters, field headc uarters, 


and so on. 


» it probably was. 
I believe I have here in this Exhibit, it is USA Exhibit 551 
(Document handed to witness) 
Now I have another question, which is a conscience question. How do 
connect this xkkx what you call "sabotage" with the oath you gave to 
I really would like to know the connection of this. 
\ 1 Stated yesterday already that we could have better results 
more or less quietly sabotaging this order than by a direct protest, Maybe 


1 


sabotage is the wrong word. I don't see any violation of oath; if you want 
to take it very strictly, then perhaps a question of disobedience and where- 
upon fines or punishments could be applied which he had threatened to do, 
Did you tell the higher authorities that you were not going to carry 
this out, or did you say you were going to carry it out, or didn't you tell 
them gnything? 
A I did not have to tell them anything. These authorities were Army 


Leaders, I personally was Commander- lest and was not obliged to tell them 


anything, but as far as we learned through other channels, these people were 
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responsipliitvy even it, 


|; us say, LOO such cases c ‘red in 

let us y, i U cases occurred in 

any cases occurred it coulc 
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should put my life 
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If I understood you correctly yesterday : if I have taken my notes down 


correctly, you said that the Cerman Army always kept within the limits of 


I added to this statement that if any excesses and offences did 
place, severe action was taken against the offenders and the files of the 
military courts, which you gentlemen have at your disposal, will give you 
information on these matters. 

Would you confirm that respect for the bravery and courage of 
enemy was one of the highest laws of warfare? 

! chivalrous warfare with due respect to the enemy has always 
the correct thing in waffare as long as the world has existed. 

Do you remember that there was a 60th Motorized Infantry Division 
within the German Army. 

If this is proved by documents it is probably correct. I do not 
know these hundreds of numerical divisions. 

If I am not mistaken you were stationed in the South when Cermany 
attacked Soviet Russia? 

A Don't you mean the 66th Division? The tank division of Kleist? 


"e will discuss the previous cuestion later. I would like to ask 


another cuestion of you now. Were you stationed in the South when the attack 


of Germany against Soviet Russia began? 

Yes, I was Gommander-in-Chnief of Army Group-South. 

Do you remember that in this Army Croup there was an infantry 
regiment, No. 237 


No, I don't remember. Please bear in mind that I had under my 


command 4. armies, with so and so many divisions and regiments, and I 
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can't bear all these numbers in mind. But if you snow it to me on your 


documents, 3t is probably so. 


O I realize that you had command of very many troops and regiments 


but I thought perhaps you remembered this one. I asked this particular 
question because yesterday you said that perhaps you had been mistaken for 
General von Reichenau, 

làtness handed document, ) 
I ask you to turr pages 75 and 78, concerning the 60th Division and 
Infantry Regiment 2 are extracts from a Note by Molotov. This 
document has already been presented to the Tribunal in evidence and been 
accepted as Exhibit USSR 51, 


A Irepeat that this document is known to me from the material which 

has been presented | 1s testimony and evidence but I once more repeat, 

under oath, that I t &nd could not have issued such &n order 

Commanóer-in-Chief of an Army Group. I was not issuing orders i 

or Regimental Commanders as such a Commander-in-Chief. This 

could only have taken place in t icinity of Kiev where t 6th Army 
glad if the original documents could be pre- 


sented to me. 


I beg your pardon, I forgot to read the extract. In Order 109 to 


Infantry Regiment 203, it says "The Commander-in-Chief of the 

Marshal General von Rundstedt ordered that outside of the battle actions 

in order to preserve Cerman blood, mines are to be searched for by Russian 
prisoners of war and minefields are to be cleared by them, This also refers 
to German mines." The second extract is from an order to the 60th Motorized 


Infantry Division. The number of the document is 166/41 and in the documen 


and non-commissioned officers ere very brave x& in „ 
CA 


it says: Russian soldiers 
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battle, even when a single smll unit would always go over to the assault. 
Therefore humane behavior conduct towards the prisoners of var is to be 
allowed." In this connection I should like to ask one further 
the vitness. 
I am sorry that I have to interfere but 

a motion that the original documents be submitted t 

he as Commander of an Army Group cannot possibly remember all 

in detail. 

IN TUBRIDY: Sx Dr. Latemnser, 


these orders and I think the intent is now being made to refresh his recollect- 


n 


ion, to see if he does not know about them. They have not been presented to 
him in view of the fact that he did not know. Do you follow? 

The best way of refreshing the witness's memory 
would be by submitting the original documents to him. 

COLONEL POKROVSKY: I should like to say why we are not submitting 
the originals of these documents which were captured by us. \ccording to 
mticle 21 of the Charter such documents may be submitted and we do not have 
Molotov's note with us in the original because we did not know they were to 
be presented here in the original. 

TAIN TUBRIDY: You may continue with the cross-examination, If 
you have a document there which you say is a copy of the original and the 
original has been put in evidence, you may submit the duplicate on cross- 
examination. You can ask the witness if he knows about it and attempt to 


refresh his recollection with it. I don't see how his recollection can be 


any better refreshed with an original than it would with a duplicate, 


COLONEL POKROVSKY. Thank you. I shall continue the cross-examination, 
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T should like to ask another cuestion in this connection. 
you will know of this for it is an order by Hitler himself. This 
extract from Molotov's note. The order, issued by the OK! in the name of 
Hitler on the 2nd of January, runs as follows: 

"Any indulgence and any consideration towards prisoners 
of war is to be punished severely." 
Do you remember this order? 

T cannot remember this order and do not remember this order because 
in January of that year I retired and handed my command over to saueone else. 
This order is of February 1942, Referring again to the previous question, 

I should like to state that this order was issued by the 
of an Army. I was Commander-in-Chief of an Army Group and no military office 


T5 


would have issued an order in the wording as cuoted here by the Prosecution. 
I would know just as little of it, because I was not concerned with any 

matters dealing with this Group, just as little as I was dealing with affairs 
of the 6th Army Group. I should like to beg you not to ask me any cuestions 
pertaining to the time after my retirement because I am not able to give any 


information concerning that period. 


Do you remember the instructions issued by the General Staff con- 


cerning the fact that prisoners of war were to be treated humanely? 


I do not know that any special instructions as to this were issued 
because this is a matter of fact. 

The German General Staff issued these instructions in tl 
and these instructions may be found in a book called ‘Customs of 


arfare.'" Do you know 


NOe 





T" i MNN 


Lesser H0968 -0 
20 June, 


Is it new to you that prisoners of w hz to be treated humanely 

I already stated yesterday that he German Military Service 
Regulations the instructions concerning the treatment of prisoners of war 
as laid down by the Red Cross were printed and that all our « fficers, recruit 
officers and so on, were particularly instructed as to th 
prisoners of war were to receive, 

buld you not say that the order of which we have Just spoken is in 
contradiction to the lilitary Service Regulations of which you have just 
Spoken: 


Which Order is referred to? 


Q The Order which says that all humane behavior concerning prisoners of 
to be reproved and reproached, 
absolutely inadmissible and contradictory to 
was stated in that order, 
assume that this cuestion has been settled now. If T am mis- 
taken, soldiers and officers soldiers 
and officers of the Army. Is that correct; 
hat do you mean by 
to companies that were under the immediate command of Jodl and 
of Propaganda in the OKW 
In that case they would have to be counted 
thought you referred to information about Mr. Coebbels. 
"le do not care to know who commanded these troops and how these troops 


were administrated, We should like to know whether these troops were con- 


Sidered as army troops or not. 


Unfortunately I cannot give any information about this. 


Jod 1. * 





NN 


Jodl has already been interrogated on this point and he has given 
his testimony but it is important to know h a company existed within 
the OK! 

I am not able to give any information 
ization of the OK because I do not know this. 

fe will W pass to another question. hen did you first learn of 
the fact that Soviet Commissars and Political Leaders were to be exterminated 


4 


or annihilated? his refers to Document 


= 


see the document? 


Moq 
ey 


(Document is handed to the witne 


far as the document is concerned it is not an Order but a notice of a 
lecture of the person concerned as consultant in this matter. Concerning 
this order I testified in detail yesterday concerring the attitude and 
end the objections and the execution or, let me say rather the "not carrying’ 
out" of this order and I st like to ask you not to cuestion me on this 
Commissar Order of the Fuehrer again 
document which I mentioned and aside from whi I ca add anything else, 

Q You are right when you say that you testified in detail concerning 
this order yesterday but I should like to draw your attention to one point 
of your testimony. Statements in your testimony yesterday were not cuite 
exact and I should like to clarify them today. I explain this by the fact 
that you do not remember these orders in detail and for this purpose I 
should like to refresh your memory. You said yesterday that these measures 
were carried out as reprisal measures in answer to atrocities which the 
Soviet Commissar were alleged to have allowed to be carried out, 


I did not say one single word ®out tnis. 
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I should like to remind you that the Cermans were even shown the 
photographs. Do you remember this? Hitler is Supposed to have shown the 
gererals photographs. 

do not remember, That is not correct, 
The matter can be checked up by reading the minutes of sterday's 
testimony. 
been 
quoted refers, as far as I membe to the te witness gi concerning 
the Commando Order but 
mistaken. 

The Commissar Order of which we spoke yesterday was issued before 
tne outbreak of war and therefore it ‘ Í any atrocities to have 
been committed by the 

That is I wanted to treat this cuestion once more, The mis- 
understanding may have been caused by bad translation am particularly 
interested in this cuestion because at the foot of the document there 
note by Jodl which says that this action has to be considered a re 
measure. : 

(Document is handed to witness.) 
ind as you said, it could not be a cuestic reprisal as no war had been 
started at that time. Jodl admitted that this note was written by him, 
A Ican only repeat that during the conference with the Fuehrer no 
mention was made of reprisals and in this document it only say: 
against aviators has to be counted on." This document submitted 


should like to repeat once more is only a : nary of a report and 


Lssued as 


itten order, either by 
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draft after we had been told orally about this matter, is not known to me. 
It would, howevey, be interesting to know what the wording of such an order 
s, if it was issued, But even if it had been issued in writing it 

not have changed our attitude of objection towards it. 

you for having confirmed that 
Hitler did exist and shall explain 
Do you remember the name of Franz Halder? 

the Cenerel 
o your 


arlimont 


© you remember 


(Document is 


This document contains extracts from the testimony o; ‘anz Halder. 
document has been submitted to the Tribunal and accepted in evidence, 
S marked, in order to sa 
posed to have said tha I don't know. 
read the passage which I stated sbove was the Ord 
that ! ish these instructions to be carried out even if i 


no written instructions to this effect would be issued," 


Will you now please turn to the extract of the testimony of General ‘arlimont 


who is known to you. Here again the same order is concerned about the 


destruction or extermination of Commissars. Hitler also added that he 
not expect his officers to understand his orders but one thing that he 
demand was absolute obedience. Here not the draft of a young consultant 


MNs 


or young officer is concerned but the Order of Hitler, Is that correct? 
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I only said that the photostat copy was the draft made by a young 


officer and not this. The heading says Succestion." I do admit that such 
remarks by Hitler as were just read were mace by him at that conference, 
I do remember that exactly. And I do remember exactly the Commissar Order 
and our objections to it. 

Please look at the testimony given by Generel Kurt von Oesterreich, 

USSR 151. 

(Document is handed to witne ss.) 

inhumane treatment of Soviet Prisoners of “a is treated. 

I am sorry, this testimony also treats of the time after I left. 
I retired on Decenber 1, 1941, and the incidents referred here concern 
the winter of 1941-1942. I do not know how xisoners of war 
at that time and cannot make any statements concerning them, 

Perhaps von Oesterreich made a mistake concerning the time, 
that the conference had taken place in the saying that those prisorers 


am 


of war who were unable to work were to be poisoned by the aid of doctors 
and he testified that he himself had seen how this was executed in the 
Ukraine. Do you know about this or not? 

T am not informed on this; as I stated yesterday, affairs of 
the concern of the Armies of the rear lines and 


departments of the Reich. The Inspector of Prisoners of War at that time 
was a Graf von Schulenberg and Cest sich must belong to a later time, 


The cuestion of prisoners of war taken by the army at the front was treated 


by me yesterday. Also the cuestion of transport and the cuestion of starvation 


or hunger, which could unfortunately not be prevented.Once the prisoners of 


var were transported outside the Sector of the Army, the Army no longer 
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had anything to do with them but they fell under the jurisdiction oí 


authoritie s, is doe lange the fact, however, that i 


depicted by von Csi 2j were true the; 


Do you know that 


P 


was not 'sponsible for. conditions 


Will you please look at 


(Document is 


Mis 


This document contai 


received instructi: 
awk anm inat 4 nt 
extermination oi 


L1 


ana Ua 
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any information. 


j| b recei 


Ramm 
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(TEE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1400 HOURS, ) 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We can resume now. 
BY COLONEL POTROVSKY: 

Q In order to finish the questions concerning the Prisoners of War, 

I want to ask two further questions on this matter, General Oesterreich 

Soviet 
stated that at the time General Rundstedt was in command, the/Prisoners 
of War were marked with a certain mark? 

A I do not know anything concerning this. 

Q Did you ever hear of such an order? 

A No, 

Q Do you know of a directive concerning which the Soviet Prisoners 
of War to be fed less than other Prisoners of War? 

A No, I know nothing concerning this, 

Q Then I am going over to another series of questions, Did I 
understand the witness correctly yesterday when he st:ted he was re- 
sponsible for the defense of that line which was from the Baltic Sea to 
the Danube? 


A This line concerning which I talked about, which was after 1920, 


started up a t the Baltic near Stettin and went along the Oder down to 


the mountain ranges of the Sudetenland, than to PassaH on the Danube - 


in other words entirely within Germany, 


Q Until what year were you in charge of this? 


A Until the year 1935, 
Q In other words before the defensive wallwas built? 


A Yes - that was only a frontier guard - enly an advance post more 


wa a 
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Q How meny divisions were within this line of defense. 


A Three of four. 


before 
Q Were you informed as to what this defense system was/fmx the 


beginning of the war? 

A At that time, before the beginning of the war, there was a very 
weak defensive system along that border and a little more to the east, 
consisting mostly of smalléfield fortifications, The line was from 
Pommeranis. to Silesia along the Rivers Warthe and Oder. That was the 
end of my area and another one started, which went through the Sudeten 
mounteins down into Bavaria. 

Q Will you advise as to how many divisions Germeny had at the 
beginning of the war? 

A There wae a total of 36 division and after the annexation of 
the Sudetenland, we added one or two more, In other words in 1936, we 
had about 38 divisions and in addition we hed three or four armoured 
divisions and two motorizedidivisions. There were also some divisions 
in Austria, but I do not know how many. I cannot give any exact 
information. That is what I remember. 

Q In other words the witness admits that divisions were slowly 
being deployed to the Russian border? 

A There is a mistake here. These defensive positions in the 
east were only manned by the troops of the divisions and army corps, 
which were stationed in that area, There was not a single soldier 
especially recruited to éhose defensive divisions, Peo-expisin thts,;— 
-Jongert f Tt-ie—elear to you,-Mtee,-es-eince you Are not & Soldier 


Wit is very hard to-exvo!sin- to-you. 
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Q I don't want to know or to talk about why the divisions were there 
or what kind of divisions were used for the defense of this line to man this 
line, I want to derive from your statement that more and more divisions and 
troops were used for these defenses, 

A As I had stated yesterday, Adolph Hitler in the declaration of our 
soverignty listed the number of divisions in the German Army as 36. It was 
to that number we built up the Germany slowly. After the occupation of the 
Sudetenland, there were one or two more divisions added end after the occu- 
pation of Austria, there were one or two more added, The cavalry divisions, 
which we were allowed to have under the Verseilles Treaty were dissolved and 
changed to armoured divisions, 

Q The witness said that the number of divisions was large? 

A Yes, & small number theough the addition of these two countries - 
that is the Sudetenland and Austria. 

Q The witness admits that these calvary divisions were dissolved and 
that armored divisions were instituted in their place? 

A Yes, 

Q If I am not mistaken, the witness stated yesterday that the action 
ageinst the Soviet Union was combined with the use of additional crmored 
divisione? 

A I stated yesterday that after the question of my defense lawyer as 


to the Russian campaign, I steted Russia had e large number of armored 


vehicles, I wanted to add that on the occasion of the Polish campaign a 


number of so-called reserve divisions were used and mobilized and even a 


larger number =gainst France. When the Russian campaign started a larger 





ud LUE MAN 


Take 3-Pg. 4. -0 
Meehan 

20 June 

VanRunástedt, 


number of divisions were used than the original 36. I hope that ie 
clear. 

Q I wrote down yesterday curing the questioning that you stated 
a strong armored force was used on the attack on Russian Do you want 
to change your statement now? 

A I did not make a single statement yesterday concerning my own 
units which were used on the ettack on Russia. I only answer a question 
of the defense lawyer concerning the Russian units that opposed us. I 
was not asked concerning what unite were used on our side. I did not 
make a single statement. I would like you to (gk the defense lawyer 
if my opinion is corect., 

Q I don't want to get into an argument concerning this point since 
it is very easy to check on the daily transcript, however, I would like 
to remind you in what connection this statement was made, The defense 
lawyer asked you yesterday in connection with the destruction of cities 


and the destruction of whole areas. The witness agreed yesterday that 


in the beginning the destructions by the Russians in their own territory 


was very small and only became stronger as the cemogign went on, For in- 
stance in the case of the city of Saporoshje. Now, do you remember 
2 lightning thrust of ormoreá vehicles? 
A I do not know whet I am supposed to remember - a lightning 
thrust or flash of armored vehicles, where? 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: San you make your question more clear aad = 
give the place and date? 


BY COLONEL POTROVSKY: 
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Q The witness stated yesterday that the fighting in the beginning 


against Russia was in a manner of fast armored thrusts. 


A That is not correct. I atated thet in the beginning the defense 


of the Russians was rather wef and increased only in strength with the 


advance into Russian terfitory. I did not say a single world about onr 
armored units. That is a misunderstanding, otherwise, I would like to 
explain 1f necessary our first actions. 

Q The defense lawyer wae interested yesterday concerning the de- 
struction of cities, I wouldlike ^ add to these questions a few of 
my own. 

Do you know of a directive of the OKW according to which all 

cities left by the German Army in retreat were to be destroyed, thet 
is made like a desert and thet even the houses of peaceful citizens 
and civilians or their stoves had to be blasted. Do you know that 
before the High Tribunal Jodl said he had knowledge of this order? 

A Whst this directive was, I do not know, It must have been 
issued during the German retreat - that is efter the winter of 1941 
and 1942. It would have been clear insanity to destroy cities and 
blast stoves in homes during the advance when these houses and cities 
were in our own area. I left on September 1, 1941 and wish to state 
that up to then there had been no such directive. 

Q The witness said yesterday that in 1938 Germany had a sufficient 
number of heavy artillery and 2 Germany only was lacking the manpower 

pieces, 


to use these heavy ertillery mmkrz 


A That must be a mistake in the translation., I said that we had 


enough heavy artillery pieces for the heavy artillery. 
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Q What we are concerned about is that Germany had a sufficient 
number of heavy artillery pieces. 


A For the number in the army at that time. As new divisions were 


formed and as time went by, as I explained before, of course new artillery 


pieces hed to be constructed. 

Q The witness stated that he was present in Berchtesgaden when the 
question of the German campaign against Poland was discussed? 

A Yes, 

Q Therefore you are informed of what conditions in the campaign 
acainst Poland were finished, 

A The war against Poland had not even started at that time. 

Q Do you know when and under what conditions Xx the wer against 
Poland was ended. What do you know about the conditions of capitulation 
in Warsaw in 1939. Do you know anything concerning this? 

Q The battle for Warsaw, which was very hard and resulted in very 
heavy casualties on our side, was ended when after breaking through the 
defenses of the outskirts, the city was handed over to us by & Polish 
General and es far as the terms of capitulation of the entire Polish 
campaign was concerned, I believe there was some kind ef an agreement 
between Germany end Russia as to the border lines which were drawn up 
which went through Litowsk, Presmystl and Westley and along some of the 
rivers, Senn, Bug, etc. 

Q I am interested in the capitulation, the agreement. Tell me 


every thing you know about it. Are you informed concerning this? 
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A The city of Warsaw fell, the Polish army were Prisoners of War, 
Some of the Poles were able to escape to Romania and were demobilized 
there. There was an unconditiomlsurrender about the same as Germany 
received at the end of this war, otherwise I do not know anything. 

Q Do you know that according to Keitel's sta ements, he was against 
an attack of war against Russia and he went to Hitler to advise Hitler 
against such a campaign. 

A I absolutely believe that Keitel just like the rest of us sincere 
generals were against war or an attack against Russia. Whether or not he 
protested to Hitler I do not know as at that time I was in France. 

Q Dé you consider General Von Paulus as a qualified man who is able 
as far as the arts of war are concerned? 

A General Von Paulus too was a chief of steff of the army in the 
Polieh campaign under my order. In addition, at the beginning of the war, 
he was with the general staff of bhe army. I consider him a smart man who 
understanding something concerning military operations. Whether or not 
he was qualified as an army leader, I do not know as he was not an army 
leader at the time he wes under me. 

Q Do you know thet Field Marshall Paulus denied that the wer egainst Russia 
was a defensive or preventive war? 

A I do not know that. 

Q If you believe that if the chief of the general staff had correct 


information concerning the strength of his troops, do you believe that he 


would have given to Hitler this information and informed him concemning this. 


£L 





TTE TT 


Com. A, 
Take 3-Pe. 8 
Meehan 
20 June 
VonRundstedt, 


A I cannot make any statements concerning this. It could be, however, 
that a Soviet attack was expected and he could have said, I will meet this 
Soviet attack and then defend myself, 

Q I believe you misunderstood me, so I repeat. Keitel claims that he 
went to Hitler in order to advise him not to start a war against Russia. Would 
you say that if General Keitel had received inferwation through—the-German 
espionage that the Russians were bringing troops end material to the border in 


order to start an aggressive war, do you think that Keitel would have gone to 


Hitler and reported this. 


/ 
f » j y 
uh PR a 4 4 P - Alag 


_, CAPTAIN TUBRIY: This ies-hypotheticai question, ond-ponha neat hare j 
ortos tt, 
THE WITNESS; I would like to answer that. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We-mast-get-onr-with-the-sroeeedings, There is noc 
bruh yur £c, d f) cto Ant pP T ON 
eel value to a question which is hypothetical, There E aai definite to 
‘show thet such a thing occured, 
COLONEL POTROVSKY; I give this question large importance because 
the defense lawyer interested himself yesterday concerning the character of 
the war egainst Russia and the witness answered to the questions of the 
defense lawyer and stated that it was his belief according to the information 
received through the Japanese Military attache in Berlin the German Supreme 
High Command that the war against Russia was of a preventive character. It 
seems important to ihe that this question be cleared d 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: (cus peti m your quests on so it won't be contingent 
tC oe mst tet. wore 


on whether something had tein -iiepe-ón-hté- 54 -Juib-DlAMA. ES the question 


again» re OE å 
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COLONEL POTROVSKY: The witness stated yesterday that he was informed 
thet Russia was preparing to attack Germany and that according to the 
information which Germany possessed Russia actually was contemplating such 
en attack. He stated that supposedly that information wes received 
through the Japanese EXXixEki Military Attache in Berlin. Don't you 
think that it is Strange that if Germany possessed such information 
concerning a proposed Russian attack that the chief of the OKW would not 
&O to Hitler so as to advise him against an attack on Russie, 

DR, LOTERNSER: The question is not permissable. The opinion 
is asked here of a witness which does not concern itself with military 
matters, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Let us put it this way. Would e person 
in high military command who had information that Russia was about to 
attack advise Hitler not to wage war against Russia. 

THE WITNESS: That could be very easily. There are two cases, 

If somebody wants to attack me, I know there are two ways, either I 

took a defensive position and waited for the attack or I, in order to 
head off the attack myself would stagea preventive attack. It depends 
upon your nerves and temperment as to what solution is used. Hitler 
might have decided not to use Keitel's advise, which I consider very 
Sane, and order a preventive attack on Russia anyhow and to that extent 
he gave us the orders concerning the attack on Russie, If I had been 

in the place of Keitel in charge of the armed forces staff, then I too 


would have edvised ageinst an attack, 


3 
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Q I am very thankful to the commissioner for the question he 
asked which interested us all, but I want to ask one more question 
in thet connection. From the stetements of the defense, ^ne can 
draw the conclusion that every campaign actually is am defensive or 
preventive campaign and this cen be explained through temperment and 
that somebody decided to prepare for a war. Did I understand the 
witness correctly? 

A I stated yesterday thet already the difference between a pre- 
ventive campaign and an aggressive campaign. An aggressive war is an 
attack upon a country thet is not armed and is living in peace. In the 
case of two nations which are armed and prepared for war, it is a question of 
whether it is a preventive war by one side or the other. I am very 
sorry but I cannot add senyt' ing to these statements. 

Q Is there any difference if there is an agreement between the 
two countries you ere talking about? 


A That is a political matter about which I cannot say. 


Q I am asking you from a military point of view, would you 


cal? such a war a preventive war. 

A If the other country bears arms and prepares itself for an 
attack on my country, then this agreement has been broken actually. 

Q Do you know, or do you have any information, which would 
lead you to believe that Russia had broken the agreement which wes 
in effect between Germany and Russia? 

A I only can say that we were told by Hitler that Russia 


was preparing an attack on us, That is all I know, 


Q I do not ask you concerning the political statements of 
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of Hitler. I asked you concerning military facts, 
A I do not know any other military statement, except the statement 
by Hitler that Russia was preparing an attack on Germany and we were 
told to prepare for war against Russia. I want to point out that I was 
in the west at that time. I do not know what happened in the east during 
the year 1940 
Q I am satisfied with the answer of the witness and I am very 
grateful for it. I am of the opinion that the witness has answered 
my question. There is only one last group of ouestions. 

The witness stated yesterday that T AME the disgust and dismafy 
of Mr, Sauckel you did not carry out Hitler's order in the deportation of 
French workers. Is that correct? 

A The employment of workers from France was not a deportation, but 
& hiring of workers. These recruited persons were supposed to be brought 
together or routed through the aid of troops and then sent to Germany. 
That is the military commander in France and I informed our Commander in 
Chief West we sre opposed to the use of troops in this recruitment of 
labor. The reason for this was that the young fellows recruited for labor 
in Germany, upon there was a certain amount of pressure brought by the 
Frence Government, would take the first evailable opportunity either in 
trains or collection groups then to stray around the country. That is 
womething we could not use in the military. 

Q I əm very sorry to interrupt the witness, but I am interested in 


e different aspect. I am interested in the following sentence indepéndantly 


from the fact that you refused to cooperate. Is that correct? 
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A We repeatedly reported to the OKW that we did not have the troops 
for this also that we did not approve of this forceful deportation for 
the reasons I have already given. Then came the invasion and the whole 
thing died down. 

Q Did you help Seuckel or did you not? 

A No, we did not and aid not want to. 

Even though it was an order of Hitler's? 
Yes. 

Q You stated previously that the commisar and commando decrees were 
also saboteged by you? 

A Yes. 

Q I am not quite clear on the fact that you stated that the 
military commands carried out the orders they received from their 
commander in chief and their superior officers and you also stated thet 
you swore or took an oath that you would carry out the orders of the state, 
no matter who was at the head of the state, but according to the statements 
that you have made now the Generals only carried out the orders on which 
they agreed. In other words, you do not say that you carried out all the 
orders which were handed to you, but only those on which it was agreed. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I think this point has been covered before by 
prior examination. 

COLONEL POTROVSKY: I thank you. I am finished, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Does the French prosecution want to ask any 


questions? 


CAPTAIN QUATRE; Yes. 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Can you give us an estimate of how much time 


you will require? 


CAPTAIN QUATRE; About ome anà one half hours, 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will take a short recess, 


-0-0-0-0-0-0«-0-0-—0-—0- 0-0 
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DR. LATERNSER: In arder to à void any error 


in the matter I should like to clarify one point. Refer- 

ring to a question asked by t he Russian Prosecutor, the 

witness speaks of a conditional surrender of Warsaw. I 

believe that he must have meant unconditional surrender. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Yes, I think that is right. 
NITNESS: I wish to inform the Interpreter 

that it was translated as unconditional in English but 


the word “conditional surrender" 


was the German, 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will see that the record 

is cæ rected accordingly. 

BY DR. LATERNSERt: 

Q Can you give me the exact time as to when you 
received a command position in Belgium and in France? 

A As far as the authority of commander is concem- 
ed in connection with the police, politics, economics and 
business with the Prefect I had no command authority, 
My sole authority of command was in case an attack was 
made on my area by the police. As far as peace and order 
in the country was concerned I also was not a competent 
person, but there was one for France and a second one 
for Belgium. 

Q When were you Commander West in France? Please 


give the exact time? 


A After the armistice I remained Commander in 
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Chief of the Army in France and in 1940 I became Commander 
in Chief West and remained such until pril 1941, Then 


I was transferred to Russia and in the middle of March, 


1942. I returned to France,and was again made Commander 
, 3 e 


in Chief West, and I remained until July lst, 1944, when 


I retired. 

Q What were the abbreviations for Yommander in 
Chief West? 

A Capital “o", Capital "B" and Capital "ij", 

Q Who was mxxkax your direct superior when you 
were OBW ? 

A Iwas immediately subordinate to the OKW Command- 
er in Chief and not to the Commander in Chief of the OKH, 
even though at that time Hitler represented both. 

Q To whom were the police organizations in Prance 
subordinate who were not subordinate to you? 

A The military commanders in Belgium, France and 
Northern France were also immediately subordinate to the 
OKW and their police organs directly subordinate to 
Himmler. 

Q Was there any complete operation between the 
xm troops under your command and the troops who were to 
sustain order and peace? 


A My troops were only employed for operations as 


I already mentioned, and they were stationed at the coast 
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or close to it, and the military commanders had under 
their command police troops, so-called security troops 
responsible for peace and order, andbesides these they 
had so-called “andwehr formations, and below that the 
police formations and also police batallions, 

Q And these two authorities had no direct con- 
nection with one another? 

A Which authorities do you mean? 

& The troops under your command and the troops 
under subordinate military commanders? 

A No, but only sometimes we later asked or begged 
the military commanders to lend us some of his police 

only 

troops, because mexsouxsgExImiismxx of a regulation/army 
troops were allowed to help in the coastal defense. 

Q Can you please explain the meaning of the 


words Hauptoerbindrungstab? 


A Hauptoerbindrungstal can only fefer to a SS 


and police formation. It is no military formation. 


Q Yon't you rather believe that this could refer 
to a command headquarters carrying out administrative 
work, and to whom these troops are given as police 
security formations?’ 

A I am sorry. I cannot give any information. 


I do not know, 
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Q Youtestified yesterday that the SS were only 
under your command from a purely technical standpoint? 

A I had no gmmX penal or legal jurisdiction over 
the SS troops, just as in a sense I did not over the air 
force or navy troops. 

Q testerday you testified that the armored divisions 
called Das Reich was not under your command, and at that 
time this division was being moved from Southern France 
up to the North? 

A At that time when the SS arma ed division was 
in Southern France it was under the command of the OKW 
and when this division was moved it was upon my request 
uncer my command but only in tactical questions. At the 
time the Oradour affair took place this division was on 
the “arch northward in the direction of Normandy. 

Q Do you know General Brodowski? 

A I have known General Brodbwski since before 


the war, andas far as i know he was at that time in 


Southern France Field Commander subordinate to the Military 


Commander, 

XXXXXXX 

Q I shall submit document F 287 to you from the 
war diary of General Brodowski and sn extract from the 
l January, 1944.  Brodowski was at that time Chief of 


the Field Headquarters 588, which later on became 


—ü em staff 588. 
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The entry of "7 June, 1944, shows Commander in 

Chief West 1#A of 1-C, 368844 secret. The entry says 
the development of the situation in the central district 
required during the last few days and hours the immediate 
and inconsiderate attack of large forces. 

For this purpose the militery commander in France is 
EX being given for its command effective immediately, the 
l6th Reserve Corps of the General Commando L with 198 re- 
serve division and 2 SS armored divisions with all avail- 
able formations, as well as the second SS tank division 
is tobe led into this area of lle Limoges. After 
arriving in this sector the division will receive further 
orders from General Commander Kmmikmuxsx L-16544, This 
order was issued by your General Staff? 


A Yes 


Q You witness ordered that these two SS armored 


divisions were to be employed in the Area of Tuelle Limoges 


rhat had formerly been under the Command of the Commander 


Yes 
Q I conclude from this that it was left to your 
discretion to employ SQ divisions mkanezvargan whenever 
youwanted to? 
A The OKW had been asked for a long time and in 


very threatening terms to place at our Gisposal troops 
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and particularly for combating the resistance movement, 

for this purpose only and only to be used within this area. 
They were not, for example, tobe allowed to be drawn out 


of France and Belgium. They were to combat our B rger 


resistance groups because our own forces 


position to do so and Petain's help also was no longer 


sufficient, but only fæ this purpose were we able to 
use them. They were not allowed fæ example to remove 
I 


co Faris or to the gmakx coast. They had to r emai 


Contrary to what 
arm ed divi 
proceed to No mandy was employed in 
Limgoes? 

A This division v irs up into Normandy and had 
been stationed, as far as I remember, in the area of Toulon, 
and the division had to fight it's way up Notth and 
had been employed up there a matter of days in time but 
I don't know the time exactly. 

Q This order is dated the 6th or 7th of June. 

On the other hand, the excesses that took place in Oradour 

occurred on the 10th of June. Oradour is in the vicinity 
Fourxkimegasx Tuelle Limoges 

of /fankauss, a few miles distant from Limoges. They 

admitted that as soon as you had given the order this 

unit went into a definite area in order to take part in 


the combat thers? 
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Ag The Army Group Southern France was under the 
Blaskowi tz 
command of Colonel General/Rixxmxkxkkk$2 vb o was under 


the command of the Commander in Chief West and that 
nyself, 

Q The wder issued by youwas then passed on by 
Blaskowitz to Boodowski? 

A EXXK Blaskowitz was maxanzm responsible for 

order in this sector, and as a result handed 
that order to Brodbwski , 

Q Did the clesning up actions ir ais local area 
start under your command @ the local commander or were 
they carried out according to the directives that were 
issued from higher 

A All instructions were issued by the OKW £&xxm 
upon the ceder of Hitler and in this connection a gener 
directive was issued concerning the combating of these 
units of partisans in March or April of that year This 
order was submitted to me when I returned from my leave 
but I must be quite frank in stating I do notr emember 
what the details of it were. If detailed information 
concerning this wder is req ired my chief of general 


staff at that time, Sime, wio is also here, may be 


able to give information on this matter, 
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Q Do you know that three days later mare than 


one thousand people in Toule were handed over to the SD 
and 12O male persons were hanged? 

A I don't know anything about this? At my 

no repar t sa ever reached us concerning this. 

Q These are not individual incidents but incidents 

took place and increased? 

A Ihe German retreat from Belgium and France shows 
such incidents to have occurred frequently and have had 
nothing to do with pure ware fare. if these incidents 
did occur it is very regrettable that they did occur dur- 
ing these German retreats but I cannot give any information 
because since the Ist of July I no longer was Yommander, 

Q Do you agree with us then that the destruction 
of Oradour and the unjustified burning down was sbsolutely 
c ntrary to the laws of war? 

A S, I am, and, therefore, application was 
made for a le gal procedure, 

Q We shell now turn lifi 1 lf 
I under stood you correctly you testified yesterday that 
the Officers of the General Staff kept from participating 
in politics between the years that elapsed between the 
two wars, is that correct/f 


+ 


Yes 
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Q This order shows that the authority of command 

of the occupying powers is tobe reinstated, and that 
the partisans are to be combated with xx all available 
methods. In the entry under the 6th of June, 1944, it 

the order for the appeasement actions 


in the town of Cantal, and su rounding districts: 


o 


"I have been ordered to re-instate as soon 


as pos sible the authority of the occupying powers in the 
I È J € A 


town of Cantal, and it's bordering districts, and to 


combat and destroy the partisans found there with all 


it 
means, 


A Yes, unfortunately, this was necessary and 
could not be avoided. 

Mo you know what theresult was? 

A That the illegal incident of Yradour had noth- 
ing to do with military warfare as we know it and was 
an exception, 

Q *ou agree then with the Prosecutor that these 
incidents were carried on in violation of the rules of 
waka warfare by killing defenseless oli men, women and 
children? 

tes, ÍI do, and fæ this reason the OKW immediate- 


ly demanded that legal inq iries be made of the Command- 


ing Officer of this SS Corps, 
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à Did the officers frequently mention the Versailles 
Treaty? 

A As far as the Versailles Treaty was concerned the 
hope and wish was frequently expressed by the officers that 
Germany would be placed on an equal footing with the othe 
nations as far as armament was concerned, and these thoughts 
were expressed and these endeavors were carried on during 
the Weimar Republic and thax at Geneva we did ndt bear 
any thought of revenge. We only wanted to be placed on 

a. equal footing with the other nationsand also wanted 
to have the portion of the occupied Rhineland evacuated, 

Q *ou mean that attempts were made to regain lost 
equality by means of a purely pacifist measure and by dpxke 


diplomatic means? 


A That is what the political regime and officers 


of the Reich tried to attain. 

Q At any time did the officers and especially 
the officers of the General Staff try during these 
years that elapsed between the two wars, ande specially 
in 1955, to find ways and means to moderate that treaty? 

A No, 

Q Did you ever hear the name of Captain Lohman 
mentioned? 


A l do not know him, 
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ever hear 
Q Did you/e&xmxkhmxxE the name od an another officer, 


Captain Schussler? I now refer to Exhibit P 156, USA 4], 
and this concerns the secret pamphlet published in 1937 
and written by Captain Schussler, entitled "The Battle of 
the Navy Against Versailkes fromthe years 1919 to 1935." 

A I do not know the booklet, 

Q Please turn to the preface, to hx the index of 
this booklet and you wlll immediately upon seeing them 
notice the spirit in which this mmmghEk pamphlet was 
written. In the third paragraph of this weface it says: 

"This booklet is further to shed mae light onthe 
merits of those than xa who without always being known 
by a larger dioie/ln elveys placed themselves gladly 
into the service of the battle against the peace agreement. 
They have in doing so, borne by the highest sense of duty, 
especially in the beginning of this battle, throw duty, 
position and person into the scales for the tasks that 
they themselves partly pledged themselves to carry out." 

The index of this booklet shows very clearly the 
spirit of the book, doesn't it? 

First of all the question was to fight agai nst the 
execution of the Treaty of Versailles, Further, this 


booklet treats of the independent re-armament measure 
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unknown to the Reich Government and its legislative bodies 
and especially the enterprise undertaken by Captain Lohman. 
Captain Lohman participated in the armistice convention, 
“e was an officer onthe General Staff of the Navye On 
page 26 it says: And here it says that"Lohman promised 
Mueller, who was the Commander of the Cruiser Emden that 
he would assist him in the flghting of conditions set 
by tne entente, and in tbe re-srmament and re-construction 
of his fatherland." 

We see in Lohman a system that fought solely agai nst 
the conditions of the Versailles agreement. On page 21 
itsays that it xhmwmxhx followed that he got in touch 
with the Admiral Canares, who was later Admiral, and that 
it was possible for him, espe cially in France, to carry 
out secrets that would be profitable for the EBAEXEDXXXXNXÉ 
re-armament. ixxx 


Do youagree with the Prosecütor that such actions 


violated the agreement of the Treaty of Versailles? 


KX DR. IA TERNSER: I should like to object. First 
of all the question is a legal question and in the second 
place the whole affair concerns the so-called Captain Lohman, 
who is not known to this witness, and who has nothing to 
do with the General Staff of the OKW, as it has been indict- 
ed here, and,therefore, I do not see how this matter has 


my connection with the point that we are discuss nge 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I quite agree with the Eeemen 


/ 


(Defense) Counsele« 
did "x € e sa 


HY MR, QUATRE: Ke 


Q Do you know that such secret actions and endeavors 
were not only carried out by the officers of the Navy but 
also by the officers of the General Staff of the Army, or 
that they at least found their help eid approval? 

A I never belonged to the Central office of the 
General Staff. I was always only attached to the troop 
headquarters, and I cannot give any information, 

Q Do you know General Thomas? 

žes, that armored division was in Africa, 
not believe they are one and the same person. 
not know any other. 
is General Geprge Thomas, 
not know him. 
Do you know General Wurzbacher? 
No, 
Do you know General Ludwig? 
No. 
What command did you have in 1924? 
In 1924 I was Chief of the General Staff of the 


Service Command II in Stettin, 
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Q Were you in touch with the Ministry of Defense in 
Berlin at this time? 

A No, we only received our orders from General Seecht 
Commander in Chief of the army. We had nothing to do with 
the Ministry of Defense, as the old Ministry of War was 
calle d. 


A 


Q Do you know of an office in Berlin called 
"Heereswaffenamt? " 


4 Yes, there was such an office up to the outbresk 


Q What was the purpose of this Heereswaffanamt, 
of this armed forces offices? 
A I believe this m&&kew office was concerned wi th 


the supplying of arms, artillery and also inventions. I 


t 1 $ 
am no technician, however, and don t know anything about 


this. 

Q ånd was this office concerned exclusively with 
securing arms and did it concern itself with re-armament? 

A I believe so. I don't know what else it would 
have to do. 

Q Did you know that this armed force office had 
the same mission for the Army as Captain Lohmann did for 
the Navy? 


A No, I don't know that, 
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Q Was the work carried on by this office secret 


and was this work specialized or concerning itself only 
with officers? I shall now submit Razg Document USA 253, 
PS, here on page 17 there is a passage from a statement 


by General Thomas: On page 17 it says: 


"When the long list of violations 


Versailles treaty was presented to Reich Chancell@ Bruning 
in Paris the entente was not in the position to mromx 
bring a single proof of armed and economic preparations. 
In view of the widely branched circl of personaliti: 
concerned, this fact formed a beautiful proof of the 

ense of duty and national self-disci; 
all cooperat s, including also those gx workers who 
inside their factories, behind wooden partitions, knew 


how to work and how to keep quiet." 
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Yes, 


to come Back to the qu o cerning 
aderstood you correct 


youl 
Jj 


~ at) 


OQGUIs 


ordered that 


(^71 a} i u- z 12 * 
» C v ^. ill Uc. ILLO vl » J - Toir Barney this 


pleaso road this oath 
Should 
Yes, pleasee 
"I swear that ( ict r lf © brave and honorable soldier 
1 sol 1 


give my whole power to the defense of the German Roich and my 
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home state at any time and at ony place, and to defend the Government by 


ind that I will obcy my supcriorse" 


After Hitler's riso to powcr, you mado onothor oath, at that 
ine the Reich President, Von Hindonburg, was stYll alivo, I as! you now, 
11s oath is correct. It is tekon from tho Grman odoro Rogister, 

youbloaso rood that oath aloud? 
I will scrvo my people 


brave and obodiont soldi 


bat pia quA +1. = « ` 
Somethin: 
ACLSOP 


MOS eds PTS dA. din 
rocruits and these two 


ndd somothinre 


to Hitlory 
not tho cas: That is not truce 
ay I continuc? 
Ploaso do, 
Iborsdorf, i-a and was 
1 


'or tho funoral the funeral: I returmod to 


TOO arapa 352 
aS sworn n 


to this 
Republic, ond did not montion tho Chiof of 
according to the wording of this oath 
we como to tho oath which you gave a doath of 
I now prosont this onth to you and k you if this is worrcct. 
this the oath? 


"n eH sur (ho s ^ ta Ex t 3 
I swoar by God this holy oath that + will give absolutc 
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to tho leador of the Gorman Reich ond people, Adolf Hitler, the Commander 


in Chiof of the army, and that I will, as a brave soldicr, bo roady to give 


my lifo," 


Yos, that was tho oath that was givon by tho German Armye 
Isn't it corroct that through this porsonal oath Hitlor wanted 


^4 


to chain tho Army closcr to him? 


Yes, one could conclude that from this oath, 


Did ho have a special reason for this? 


I think that you can look for tho rocson of this onth in tho Roohm 


Putsch in 1954 which almost romoved litlor from povore Ho was looking for a 
E f 


group which would bo truc to him and that was tho Army because it is woll 


know: that tho Army was truce to its 
J 
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Q Then I come to a new paragraphe Would you please to try to set 
yoursel? back to the time of the August days of 1939, when Hitler made this 
Speech at Obersalzberge That was on 22 August 1939. You were there personally 
during that speech? 

A Yese 

Who were the other generals that were there with you? 

4 If I remember correctly, there was the Commander in Chief of the 
Army Group North, the Commander in the West at that time was General Von Ley, 
also our chiefs of staff — mine was General Mannstein -- arid the various 
other officers. Then there was also present Goering with his usual company, 
the then Foreign Minister Ribbentrop who was supposed to leave immediately for 
Moscowe 

Q In other words, the gentlemen were the commanders in chief of the 
Army with their staffs. Is that right? Was that the group as such or were 
there any others present? ly interested in the military, I don't care 
about Ribbentrop and so one 

There were the three commanders in chief for the East and one for 
the este 

Q Were Halder, Brauchitsc! 

I don't remembere Halder and Brauchitsch possibly, but Blaskowitz 
definitely note 

In other words, it really was the highér military authorities? 

I don't want to use that term then Speaking of this group of men, 
but there were the various commanders who mot theres there wore the variovs 
field officers who were supposed to be in charge of thts Eastern campaign. 

Q Isn't it true that these gentlemen were there for thc vory reason 
thatfhey had these ranks and wore being prepared for tis campaign? 

4 These men that were there were in moro or less prominont jobs, 
That is, any Army group commander which might have been designated for the 
job would have been present. If I, for instance, would have been sick, my 


deputy would have sone there to represent mee One other reason for our going 


there was that we went to discuss the latest map plans concerning this Eastern 


Bas 


campaign with Hitler. May I add Something to this? 
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À I want to stato that at that time I vas an inactive officer and had 
only been recalled for the Polish campaigne jt that time, therefore, I was not 
the Commander in Chief of tho Berlin headquarters, but it was under General. von 
Bocke 
Q The group about which wo aro now arguing -- I use the word group 
because of tho following differences --if I understood jou correctly, you mean 
to say that these groups were not made up of names, but they wore composed by 
men because of their dutiese In other words, no matter who they were y RE 
their dutios enclosed this campaign, they were there. For instance, if General 
von Rundstodt was sick, j is representative who represented him on this 
campaigne Am I correct? 
A I mean to say that in this meeting there were 5 Army groupSe Group 
l -- Berlin; Group 2 == Kassol, which was lator movod to Fraikfurt; Group 3 -- 
Dresdon; Group =- Leipzi £j; And Group 5, Viennae These commanders for General 
ist and Veneral Von Reichenau were not present while I an outsider, had 
been called in for a particular jobe That is » aS far as I remonber they were 
not presente 
Q Isn't it correct that those individuals, or those groups of 
individuals, worked onthe plans which had been ordered by the leaders at that 
time? 
this order concerning this campaign which went fron the Fuehrer 
at that time was worked out by the commanders in chicf of the armed forces, 
General von Brauchitsch and General von Reichenau and we, aS group commanders, 
received our instructions and active zones from these but only so far as it 
concerned sectors in which we wore intcrestede According to the orders which we 
Army group commanders received, we gave out the orders to he individual arnies 
that were under our Commande During this conference, all this was told the 
Fuchrer again, 
O I want to ask you a question about a concert. Did you ever go to a 
concert? 


À Yes, often. 


Q Isn't it the sano idea asa concert, one plays the violin, one the 


piano, and still others play different instruments, but they all have to get 
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together under the dircctore Isn't it tho same with the Army? 
À If we want to go into concerts, it would be about tho samce You 


had one man directing, and that was the Fuehror. Under him was a second 


director who just used the same movements as the first director, tho Commander 


in Chief of the armed forces, and under him were his instruments, | violins 
playing, each playing a different note. Therefore » you would not have various 
instruments, but the same instrumente 

If you add, for instance, the airforce to it, then you would have a third 
instrument, a cello, and the Navy, a trombone, but you would not have more than 
3 different instSuments. 

Q Concerning something else, something which you said, You said 
that until the preparations of the French campaign, Adolf Hitler had never 
messed into the preparations of these campaigns. Is that correct? 

A I want to state that I expressed this differently. I said that 
Hitlor did not intrude upon my plans, That is, he did not, for i 
mo tomove this division to a different spot, a spot other than the one 
designated, as he did later on, I amsorry to say. If he messed into the 


affairs of the unhappy commander in chicf of the armed forces, that I dontt know. 
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Q Isn't it true that until a certain tine Hitler had very 
Great respect for the Arny leaders and knew that tho people were 
able ? 

A It could be but I think there is a deeper reason. I 
believe that from the people surrounding him he was talked to so 
often that after that he considered hinself the greatest field 
cormander and then decided that he would do cverything. 

Q But I an asking you a question concerning the year 1939, 
You admit, don't you, that at that tino, Hitler still considered 
the Arny leaders as being very able? 

A I stated that that was correct. 

Q In othcr words ho knew at that tino that tho nen with 
the red stripes wore able and know that ho could not mess into 
their affairs, is that right? 

that is correct. 
Did it chanto lator on? 
Yos, it changed in the winter of 1941 when ho booarno 
commander in chief of the armed forces porsonally. 

Q That was after the boginnin; of tho Russian canpairn? 

Á That was during tho crisis of tho hcavy wintor in 
Decoaber, 1941. lay I add sonething eoncernin; Hitlor's nassing 
into our affairs? 

Q Please, 

å For instance, during the western canpaicn in France, 
Hitler stopped ny arnored division of my army group and the result 
of that was that tho British wero ablo to escape fron Dunkirk. 
That was a very big mistake of a conuander. He stated that the 
reason for this was that in the second phase of the French campaign 
that is the Criving South of France, that he did not want to wreck 
these arnore divisions needlessly. How angry we leaders were at 


that time is indescribable, 


Q In othor words, I want to ask you now, a historical ques- 


tion. If it would have been without Hitler and if it was under 


your leadership, the srny Conmanders, you would be in England by no 
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A No, I would like to state that but I an sorry I cannot 
Say that. I think it would have been completely impossible to land 
or to invade England. We did not have the Ships, we did not have 
the necessary trained nen for the necessary loading, and then there 
wes no German fleet or ships that could compare with the British 
fleet. In addition to that, our airforce was much too weak. No, 
an invasion of England would never have Succeeded. The main point 
was thet in order to drive towards England, first the French had 
to be beaten, which still, at that tine, had not been done, 

Q Isn't it true, do you agree with no as I have stated it, 
thet if it had not been for Hitler, you gentlemen would have nade 
out one hundred tincs better later on? 

A I want to say that if England had lost its fiold arny 
at that timc, England would have finished the war and the peace, 
the peace following, would have been on a basis that would ave 
been more favorable to us. 

Q In other words, Hitler lost the war, is thot richt? 

is In the Gerian papers, I an sorry to say it is written 
differently now. 

bolieve that I an correct with ny statonont? 
r with yours? 
tho whole I agroec. 


I now want to deal shortly with tho farious L.—barosa 


) 
"e 3 


necting. That was the sccond conference of the military and «,. 


political leaders, is that correct? 


A It was tho sane thing again. That is, recciving orders 


as it was the first tine, It was a bricfing .? tho commanders, aac 
tho air connenüors wore present, also tho árny group oonnandors, 
but I don't think that tho Navy commanders were present at that 
tino. 


Q 


v 


Witness, plcase don't misunderstand what I am going to 
say nowe I want to say this beforehand. We aro here in a scienti- 
fic conversation concerning eertain matters. I am hore as an 


American prosecutor, however, I want for a memont to take the part 
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of a German Gonoral Staff Officor as far as I can. Plcase don't 
nisundorstand no, but I an anazed to hear that tho hichor leaders 
and the irony connanders only reccived orders. Don't you want to 
change that a little bit? Don't you want to add a little bit to 
it instead of leaving it tho way it is? The way it looks now it 
Scons that all these gentlcnen were puppets. 

A It is not the least bit different fron tho old tines, 
the tines of tho Kaiscr. We, tho árny command, wore only tho 
second step, The orders cane fron tho Arny supreme conmand above 
which was the Kaiso 4 they were passed down to us and wo, of 
the lower corviands, distributed then to tho non amongst us. 

If there were sone other opinions or sone other proposals 
than those opinions or proposals which oxistód during the tino of 
tho Kaiscr, which at that tino was in tho hands of tho chicf of 
Staff, and during Hitler's tinc it was in tho hands of the Suprene 
Cormiander of the Army, but nover in tho hands of an Aray Group 
Commander. If you want to put it that way, a 
Men under Kaiser, at that tino, wore the sano 
vers as we wore uncer Hitlor. Soricthing that 
have done but that Hitler later did was to gi direct orders to 
the reguler Arny. 

Q In other words, after what you have told ne today, I 
have to change ny opinion of the Gernan General Officer Staff to 
Such a way that the Commanding General was a sort of letter carrier 
Is that whet you want to say, or is that only concerning the poli- 


tical side of the question? 
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I have to leave tho opinion to the Proscceutor. I don!$ sco anything 


shameful -- any actions of us generals as soldiors, We did our duty, and 


whether or not you want to consider us as lottor carricrs, that romains up to 


the fact with the Ð tical situation or was 
concerning your cwn work? 


The political situation was no business of the Arry Corie 


manc 
cry officer or the Army man 
Whether these duties were small o 
they were all basically thc sano. 


of the world, because I cannot think of any Amy existinre undo 
3 J v 


conditions, 


in't Hitler oricnt tho Army leaders in revar 
tho Polish campaign? 


se political statonconts 


without 
scrutinize thom cl 


SAN DOE Y La x » = 
bricfine I don't know. 


to enter tho war. The Kai spoke from the balcony tc 


P7311 n A str te ^ ^ TAa 
You stated you were an order 


lso in 


Berchtesgaden? How long did you 


Fuohrcr, you, t 


e 


Commancer of tho Army Group South? 


Concerning the Polis 2 en li isSion was in Borchtosraden, 


and conecrning the Russian campaign, it was in the headquartors near Berlin. 
Q o R_ichs Chancellery that ho talked to you concerning 


this? 
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juarters near Berlin, near 


Wuensdorf, 
Q How long did it Last with you? I believe it started at 1100 in the 
morning and the € Fox matter was discussed? 


Silver Fox? 


not have anything 


Maha xa en $ es T p 413368 Hn ^ 7 34 4 ` ^T ha A ers T "nnm ^M 
inc aascussicn concerning my leadership cf the Army group accord 


the orders I reecived fron the Supreme Corman of the Army only lasted 


minutcs. 
didn't you? 
and this 


such 2 wey, this 
the other contlenor 
ther this twas 


when this terrible commissar 


V ra Tanie pepe ] ale 
ovuner iirmy connancors als 


Q In other words, you 


One of then was that bctuoon 
there was a hole of almost 100 kilouotors that was the area of the Rockctno 
I stated, at that tine, 
xpericnee I had in tho East in the last war, that 
ate in the Rockotno swaps if wo had artillery like the Russians 
I therefore proposed that sono troops bc posted through these swan 
ne position. 


1 fe de 
Ulo Lac 


second question was concernin: 
g 


powerful Sovict forces were facing tho Carpathian mountains near Hungary. All 


a right face or start marching 
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or Ariye I to at least lot a 


vol 


- anon db diu T onot 
la OrpQunian nounucilnse, 


a ace, 


rch from Hungary ovor to tho ( 


rc mat you considered richt? 


o of the cormanders 


nore appropriate. 
soncthing horc, found in the filcs 


L went to 


aba ded - YS T NOCET ý 
note taat you werc a ulis c 
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forces. 





20 June 19l6-Dim-1 LEM || | IMU 


H0968-0072 


I did then, though radio deception, was to have an Army march into tin 
Carpathian Mountains. On the other hand, the Russian Arny, which was 
in the Rockynto swamps, did give me quite a bit of difficulty. 

Q I have only two more questions to this tovics. In other words, 
let's go back to this point. If Hitler did not agree with ycur suggestions, 
you considered it imperative that you carry then out yourself? 

Only if the Supreme Commander of the Army agreed and if the forces 
were available. I never cculd have changed the plan of operstions 

Q In other words, I do not want to use the bad word here again, the 
technicians, the people who mace these plans and proposalswera 3n" epens?bl^ 
to the point that without them Hitler could not have done anything? 

A Yes, that is why every President, why every chief of State has 
his armies and their general staffe 

One last question concerning this theme. You knew theField 
Marshals Blaskowitz, Brauchitsch and Halder for many years? Are these men 
honest ien, and if they say anythi:.z under oath, do they keep their oath? 

That is certaine 

Thank you. 

I know that there is a statement, I believe Halder and Bisskowitz 


furnished statements, but they contained the wrong idea, 
> J 


Q I have no further questions this topic. May I say that I have 


only a very short time, and if you think that after the recess I could con- 
tinue on thewar crines sitation, then I would suggest that we recess now? 
CAFT. TUBRIDY: Very well, we will recess for 10 ininutcse 
taken). 

3 I now come to a very unfortunate chapter and I want to discuss 
that with you in the sane scientific manner that I discussed tho previous 
questions. On the 18th and 19th of Octoher.the famous orders concerning the 
Commandos were issuede Do you know of these? 

A Yes, In October 19.2, after the Dieppe mattere 

Q In talking about these orders Irefcr to )988PS and 503-FS and I 
am now giving you photostatic copies of these two documentse 

(Documents handed to Witness). 

You remember that you received these in October of 192. Am I correct? 
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A Yes, that is when thc orders arrived. 


Q Did you carry out these orders, that is, to hand these people over 
to the SD, or not? 

There was a quiet kind of Sabotage and none of these people, as 
far as I know, were cover handed over to tho SD; and because after the action 
Sarc of which I spoke yesterday, there was hardly any further commando 
activity. 


Q In other words you sabotaved the matter and didn?t do anything? 


A Yes, quietly and in connection even with the SD in France, which 


worked loyally theree I might add tact Shortly before the invasion we re- 
cucsted that this order be rescinde `e Bspecially concerning paratroopers 
the question was therc whether or not a paratrocper who lands far behind 


A 


the lines and destroys ancelccetrical station, whether ho is a commando 
or not because these actions culd be very important or ha 0 very grenb 
effect in military matters. 

Q Did you receive an answer to that? 

The result was a new Fuchrer order which, if I remember correctly, 
contained a map giving certain border lines in back of which the men were 
to be considered commando troops while in the other sector they were to be 
considered fighting troopse 
3 and then you were answered that "No » the comandos and where con- 
siderod fighting troops, concerning special battery headquarters, field 
headquarters, and so one 

But principally it was tho samce 

Yes, it probably wase 

I believe I have here in this Exhibit, it is US, Exhibit 551. 

(Document handed to witness) 

Now I have another Question, which is a conscience qu.stion. How do you 
connect this what you call "sabotage" with the oath you gave to Hitler. I 
really would like to know the connection of this. 

å I stated yesterday already that we could have better results by 
more or lcss quietly sabotaging this order than by a direct protest. Maybe 
sabotage is the wrong worde I don't see any violation of oath; if you want 
to take it very strictly, then perhaps a question of disobedience and where- 


upon fines or punishments could be applied which he had threatened to doe 
1497 
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Did you tellthe higher authoritics that you : 
a ` aning 
to carry this out, cr did you say you were going to carry it cut, or didn't 


you tell them anything? 


I did rt have to tell them anything. These authorities were Army 


Loadors,. I personally wasCommander-'est and was not obliged to tellthem 


anything, but so far as ve learned through other channels, these people were 
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of the very same opinion, down to thc vory troops. 

Q Under #4 of tho last document that I have presented to you, I une 
fortunately read the following: "Commanderein-Chief West has to report on 
this daily." 

L Then evieđently an erroncous report was made every day for we 
were given no such orders to reporte This matter of handing over reports and 
reporting was not my concern; that was the concern of my staffe I should 
have heard probably if such people had been apprehended. 

Q Now I have unfortunately found another thing hero, I refer to 
Document #531 anà I quote tho first sentence in German: "Referenco the 


Fuchror! 


s Order. Subject: Treatment of Commando Men. The treatment of 
enemy commando groups has so far been carried out according to the order 


referred to." Headquarters maintains that you did carry out this commando 


affaire Is that correct or not? 


I should like to reestate what I already stated yesterday, that 


the Commando order applied to the whole of Europe, Italy too, and I can 
only repeat that I do not remember any such case of Commando Order being 
carried out in my Command Teste 
Q But this document does not refer to Europe but to your Command Sector, 

(Document handed to vritness.) 

It probably was, as I already said. On the whole nothing was carricd 
out but things may have happened here and thoro. On the whole the order was 
sabotagede Ip case you wish to draw any conclusions here it would perhaps 
be advisable to interrogate my Chief of Staff, Blumentritt, who is also here 
in prison. I want to say that I did not really concern myself with every- 
thing and I am quite open when I say that I did not concern myself with this 
but of course I do take the responsibilitye 

D5 you mean to say that you assume the responsibility evon if, 
let us say, 100 csuch cases occurred in your Sector? 

If any cases occurred it could only be a matter of two or threo. 

But in case we can prove that several hundred took place? 

I should put my life at your disposal. 


Thank youe That is all. 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Does the Russian Prosecution wish to cross-cxamine? 

COLONEL POKROVSKY: I should like to ask a few questions of the 
witnesse 
BY COLONEL POKROVSKY: 

Q Yesterday you said that you wore always surprised that Hitler was 
not skilled in tho art of warfare. Is that correct? 

I was not surprised for where was he supposed to have learned this? 

Q Do you mem to say that JOdl and Keitel were sufficiently instructed 
as to the art of warfare? 

s 1 

i. (98. 

Q Would it be correct for me to assume that Jodl and Keitel had had 
better training in the art of warfare than Hitler? 

Yes. 

Q åre you aware of the fact that Jodl and Keitel declared on the 
witness stand that Hitler instructed them in the art of warfare? 

l should like tocassume that this is a misunderstandinge I cannot 
believe that any educated officor of the General Staff is of such opinion. 

Q I am of the witness's opinion, I just wanted to clarify this point. 
If I understood you correctly yesterday and if I have taken my notes down 
correctly, you said that the Gorman Army always kept within the limits of 
the rules of warfare? 

I added tothis statement that if any excessés and offonces did take 
place, severe action was taken against the offenders and the filesof the 
military courts, which you gentlemen have at your disposal, will give you 
information on these matterse 

Q “ould you confirm that respect for the bravery and courage of the 
enemy was one of the highest laws óf warfare? 

4 chivalroud warfare with due respect to the enemy has alwqys been 


the correct thing in warfare as long as the world has existed. 


Q Do you remember that there was o 60th Motorized Infontry Division 


within the German Army. 


i If this is proved by documents it is probably correcte 


know these hun?reds of numerical divisions, 
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Q If I am not mistaken you wore stationed in the South when Germany 
attacked Soviet Russin? 

Don't you mean the 66th Division? The tank division of “cist? 

Q We will discuss the previous question later . Iwould like to ask 
another question of you nowe Wore you stationed in the South when the attack 
of Gormmy against Soviet Russia began? 

A Yos, l was Comnanderein-Chicf of Army Group-South, 

Q Do you remember that inthis army Group there was an infantry 
regiment, Noe 203? 

No, I don't remembere Please bear in mind that I had under my 


command 4 armies, with so an so mony civisions and regiments, and I 
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can't bear all these numbers in mind, But if you show it tc me on your docu- 
ments, it is probably Sce 

Qe I realize that you had command of very many troops anc regiments but I 
thought perhaps you remembered this onc. I asked this particular question 
because yesterday you said that perhpas you had been mistaken fcr General 
von Heichenau, 

(Witness handed documente) 

I ask you to turn to pases 75 and 76, concerning the 60th Division and Infan- 
try Regiement 203. These are extracts from a Note by Mclotove This d current 
has already been presented to the Tribunal in evicence and been accepted as 
Exhibit USSR 51, 

e I repeat that this document is kncwn tc me from the material which has 


been presented here as testimony and evidence but I once more repeat, under 


cath, that I dic not and could not have issued such an order as Commander- 


in-Chief of an army Groupe I was not issuin:; orders to Divisicns cr Recimen- 
tal Commanders as such a Commander-in-Chief. This mine affair coul nly 
have taken place in the vicinity cf Kiev where the 6th army was stationed, 


3 
1 


I should be glac if the original documents could be presented to me, 

Qe I beg your pardon, I forgot to read the extract. In Order 109 to Infan 
try Regiment 203, it says "The Commander-in-Chief of the army, Field Marshal 

eneral von Rundstedt ordered that outside cf the battle actions in order tc 
preserve German blood, mines are t. be searched by Russian prisoners of war 
and minefields are to be cleared by theme This also refers to German mines", 
The second extract is from an orde the 60th Motcrized Infantry Division, 
The number of the document is 166/41 and in the document it says "Russian 
soldiers and non-commissioned -fficers are very brave in battle, even when 
a single small unit would always vo over to the assault, Therefore humane 
behavior conduct towards the,prisoners of war is to be allowed," In this 
connection I should like to ask one further question of the witness. 

DR. LaTERNSER: I am sorry that I have to interfere but I should like 

to mak. a motion that the orivinal documents be submitted tc the witness 
because he as Commander of an army Group cannot possibly remember all these 


orders in detail. 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dre Laternscr, he was aeked if he knew of these order. 
and I think the intent is now being made to refresh his recollection, to see 
if he doces not know about theme They have not been presented to him in view 
of the fact that he dic not know. Do you fellow ? 

DR. LATERNSERs The best way of refreshing the witness's memory would b 
by submitting the orivinal documents to him, 

COLONEL POKROVSKY: I should like to say why we are not submittinr the 
originals of these documents which were captured by use according to Article 
21 of the Charter such documents may be submitted and we do not have Molotov! 
note with us in the oricinal because we did not know they were to be jresen- 
ted here in the ori:inal, 

CaPT..IN TUBRIDY: You may continue with the cross-cxamination. If you 

have a document there which you say is a copy of the original and the ori-i- 
nal has been put in evidence, you may submit the duplicate on cr.ss-examinati 
You can ask the witness if the knows about it and attempt to refresh his 
recollection with ite I don't see how his recollection can be any better 
refreshed with an ori.inal than it would with a duplicate. 

COLONEL POKROVSKYs Thank you. I shall continue the cross-examination, 
BY COLONEL FOKROVSKYs 

Qe + should like to ask another questicn in this connection, I think 
you will knowof tnis for it is an order by Hitler himself, This is also an 
extract from Molotov's notes The order, issued by the OK! in the name of 
Hitler on the 2nd of January, runs as follows: 

"Any indulgence anc any consideration towards prisoners of war is t» be 
punished severelye" 

Do you remember this order ? 

å. I connct remember this order and do not remember this order because in 

January of that year I retired anu handed my command over to someone else, 
This order is of February 1942. Referring again to the previous question, 


I should like to state that this ¿rder was issued by the Commancer~in-Chief 


of an Armye I was Commanderein-C:ief of an Army Group and no military offic: 


would have issued an order in the worzing as quoted here by the Prosecution, 
I would know just as little of it, becaume I was n. t concerned with any mat- 


ters dealing with this Group, just as little as I was dealin: with affairs 
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I should like tc beg you not to ask me any questions pertsinin to the time 
after my retirement because I am not able to vive any information concerning 
that pericd, 

Q» Yo you remember the instructicns issued by the General Staff concerning 
the fact that prisoncrs of war wore to be treated hamanely ? 

åo I do not know that any speci.. instructions as to this were issued be- 


cause this is a matter of fact, 


Qo the German General Staff issued these instructions in the year 1902 and 


these instructions may 5e found in a book called "Customs cf war in army 
Warfare", Do you know of this book ? 


Ail. Nos 





20 June 1916-Dim-1 
Is it new to you that prisoners of war have to be treated humanely? 
I already stated yesterday that in the German Military Service 
Regulations the instructions concerning the treatment of prisonc:;s of war 
aslaid čowm by the Red Cross wereprinted and that all our officers, recruit 
officers, and so on, were particularly instructed as to the treatment vhich 
prisoners of war were to receives 
Would you not say that theorder of which we have just spoken is in 
contrzdicticn to the Military Service Regulations of which you have just 
spoken? 
Which Order is referred to? 
Ihe Order which says that all humane behavior concerning prisoners 
of war is to be reproved and reproaachede 
A This is absolutely inadmissible and contridictory to any usace 
if such a thing was stated in that 
Q I assume that this question has been settled now. If I am not mis- 
taken, soldiers and officers of the Iropaganda Company were counted as 
solciers and officers of the urmye Is that correct? 
What do you mean by Propaganda Company? 
I refer to companies that were under the immddiate command of Jodl 
and Jodl was Chief of Fropaganda in the OKW. 
In that case they would have to be counted as army solcicrs. I 
thought you referred to infommtion  :out lr, Goebbels. 
We do not care to knwwho commanded these tropps and how these 
trocps were acministrated. We should like tc know whether these troops 
were considered as army troops or note 
a Unfortunately I cannot give any information about thise It would 
be better to ask lr. Jodl, 
Jodl has already been interrogated =n this point and he has given 


testimony but it is important to know if such a company existed within 


I am not able to give any information at all concernir- the organiza- 
tion of the OKW because I do not know this, 
© T 


Q e will not pass to another questi.n. When did you first learn 


of the fact that Soviet Comnissars and Political leaders were to bo exter- 
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May I sce the document? 


(Document is handed to witness) 


ås far as the document is c ncernod it is nct an Order but a notice of a 


lecture of theperson concerned as consultant in this mattere Concerning 


this order I testified in detail yesterday concerning the attitude and the 
objections and the execution or, let me say rather the "notecarrying out" 
of this order and I should like to ask you not to question me on this 
Commissar Order of theFuehrer again » oday unlessyou are going to submit a 
d- cument which I mentioned and aside from which I cannot acc anything celso, 

You are right when you say that you testified in detail yesturcay 
concerning this order but I shoulc like to draw your attention to cne point 
of ycurtestinony. Statements in your testimony yesterday were not quite 
exact and I should like tc clarify them today. I explain this by the fact 
that you do not remember these orders in detail and for this purpose I 
should like to refresh your memorye You said yesterday that these measures 
were carried out as reprisal measures in answer to atrocitics which the 
Soviet Commissar were alleged to have allowed to be carried cut, 

I did nct say one single word about this. 

I should like to remind you that the Germans were even shown the 
photogrzphse Do ycu remember this? Hitler is supposed to have showm the 
generals photographs, 

I do not renembere T-t is not correcte 
matter can be checked up by reading the minutes of yestercay's 
tostinonye 

DR. L.^ZRNSERe May I help? The testimnny that has just been 
quoted refers, 2s far as I remember, to the testimony witness gave con= 
cerning the Comnando Order but not concerning the Commissar Ordere I do 
not belicve that I am mistakene 

Ihe Commissar Order of which we spoke yesterday was issued before 

outbreak of the war and therefore it is impossible for any atrocities to 
been committed by the Commissars at that time. 
3 That is why I wanted to treat tbis question once more. The mis- 
understanding may have been caused by bad translation. I am particularly 
interested in the questi n because af the foot of the document there is a 
note by Jodl which says that this action has to be considercd a reprisal 
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draft after we had been told orally ^bout this matter, is no: known to me. 


It would, however, be interesting to 'mow what the wordin- of such an order 
wos, if it was issued. But even if i had been issucdin writing it would 
not have bhanged our attitude of objection towar’s it. 
Q I am grateful to you for having confirmed that such instructions by 
Hitlor did exist and shall explain whether written order existed or not. 
Do you remember the name of Franz Halder? 


Halcer was Chief of tho 


Do you remember the name of General Warlimont? 


Goneral Staff of the Army. 


Larlimont was at that time n young officer of Stoff 


Do you remember the nomo of Kurt von Oesterreich. 


No, that name is not known to mce 


I should like you to read Document USSR 341. 


(Document is handed to witnesse) 


This 


document contains extracts from tke testimony of Franz “oldere The 


document has been submittcd to the Tribunal and accepted in evidencce Pense 
real only the passages marked, in order to save timo, 


Halder ig supposed to have said that 


Q Dia 


-- I don't know, 
witness passage which I 


stated that "I wish these instructions to be carried out eve 
future no written instructions to this effect woule be issued. 


Will you now please turn to the extract of the testimony of Goneral 


farlimont 
who is known to yous Here aga 


‘in the same order is concerned about the 
. . . e 
destruction or exterminati 


^4 AnA 
lic U.IL OI. Ji 


not expect his officers to understand his or but one thins that he 
comand. was absolute obediencee Here not the draft of a young 


z officer is concerned byt the Order of Hitler. Is that cor 


was the draft made by a young 


I only said that the photostat copy 


officer and not this. The heading says "Suggestion." I do admit that such 
remarks by Hitler as were just read were made by him at that conference, I 
dorenember that exactly. And I dodremember exactly the Commissar Ordor and 


cur objections to it. 


look at tho testimony given by General Kurt von Oesterreich, 
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(Document is handed to witnosse) 
Here the inhumane treatment of Soviet Prisoners of War is trontode 
I am sorry, this testimony also treats of the time after I léft. 
I retired on December 1, 1941, and tho incidents referredto here concern 
the winter of 1941-1942. I do not know how prisoners of war were treated 
at that time and cannot make any statements concerning theme 
4 
Q Perhaps von Oesterreich made a miscake concerning the times He said 
that the conference had taken place inthe OK, saying that those prisoners 
of war who were unable to work were to be poisoned by the nic of doc 
onc. he testified that ho himself had scen how this was executed inthe 
Ukraines Do you know shout this or not? 

No, I am not informed on this; os Is tated yesterday, affairs of 
prisoners of war were the concern of the irmies of the rear lines end 
departments of the Reiche The Inspector of Prisoners of Jar at that time 
was a Graf von Schulenberg and Ocstorr^ich must belong to a later time. 

Ihe question of prisoners of war taken by the army at the front was treated 
P transport and the question of starvation 

or hunger, which could unfortumately :-*5 be prevented. Once the prisoners 
of war were transported outside the Sccotr of the Army, the Army no Longer 
had anything to do with them but they fell under the jurisdiction of other 
authorities. I loes not change the fact, however, that if the events 
copicted by von Oesterreich were truo they were contrary to Regulations. 

Q Do you know that tho Chicf of the Oo”, 
OKW was not responsible for conditions 
all these matters of prisoner of war camps the Army Commanders were competent? 

I am nct ormed on 1 point and cannot give any informatione 
i do know, however, that Stalags in Germany were under the comman of the 

ding Generalse 
I uncerstood you correctly yosterday youtestified that the 
Gener sabotared the Commissar Order andthe Commando Order because they 
were not in accord with these orcerse Is that correct? 
Yes, that is correct. 
Do you know thet before the outbreak of war the officers issucd 
instructions to their soldicrs as to how the Commissar Order was to be 


carricd out? 


508 
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was to be carried out? 

I do not know anything about this. , 

4111 you please look at this Cooument? 

(Document is hanced to witness.) 

This document contains testimony of prisoners of war given to the Rod 
In this tostinony thc officers stato that bofore the outbroak of war they 
roocivod instructions to bo handed dorm concerning the treatment and thc 
sxtormination of Soviet Conmissars, treatment of Soviet D Llsoners of war, 
and that these prisoners themselves had seen how they were moletreatode 


I cannot give any information, I can only say that 1, as 


OD 


Commander of 


> S] 


an Army Group, Cid not receive any such instructions 
that Soviot Commissars were to be cxecutede I do not know how the 


procedure was in the urmicss 


(A recess was taken until 1400 hourse ) 
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(Document is handéd to witness) 


said, it could not be a uestion of reprisal as nc 


AW 


war had been 


stabted at that time, Jodl admitted that this ncte was written by hin. 


I can only repeat that during the conference with the Fuehrer 
i] 


mention was made of reprisals and in thi 


a 


S document it only says "as re- 


prisal against aviators has to be counted one" This document submitted 
here I should like to repeat once more is only a summary of a report and 
whether any written order, cither by Hitler or the OKW, w 


Was 


as a final 
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Measurce 


(Document is handéd to witness) 


And as you said, it could not be a question of reprisal as no war had been 
Stabted at that time. Jodl admitted that this ncte was written by hin. 

I can only repeat that during the conference with the Fuehrer 
mention was made of reprisals and in this document it only says "as re- 
prisal against aviators has to be counted one" This document submitted 

should like to repeat once more is only a summary of a 


whother any written order, cither by Hitler or the OKI’, w 


as a final 
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( The Commissicn c 

CaPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
BY COLCNZL FOTROVSKYs 
Qo 


Y Var 1 5 t 2 


In 


ask tw. further questions cn this ma 


ted that at the time General Kundstedt was in c 


of War were marked with a certain rark ? 


I do not know anythin» concernin: this, 


Qa 


Dic. you ever hear of such an order ? 


Nc e 


diio 


Qe Yo you know cf a directive cconcernins whi 


War to be fed less than cther priscners cf War 


åo No, I know nothine concerninz this, 


Qe hen I am going over to ancth.r series 


the witness correctly yesterday vhen he stated 


defense of that line which was from the Baltic 


iLe 


ted u 


i 
tains ran es of the Sudetenland, then t 
words entirely within Germany, 


Qe Until what year were you in charze 


Until the year 1935, 


In other words before 


Yes, r 


that was only a froni vara = 


How many divisions were within this line 


Three cr four 


"ere you informed as to what this defense 
of the war ? 


Ae At that time, before the besinning of the 


defensive system alone that border and a little 


mostly cf small field fortificaticnse The line 


Sia alone the Rivers Warthe and Oder. that was 


one started, which went through the Sudeten mountains down 


ESLL 


rder to finish the questions concernin:. the Prisoners 


tter. 


f questionse 


This line concerning which I talked about, which was 


at the Baltic near Stettin and went alon 


Passau 


the defensive wallwas 
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sonen III 


nvened at 1400 hours). 


p 
of ‘iar, I 


General Oest: rreich sta- 


ommand, the Soviet Prisoners 


ch the Soviet Prisoners of 


9 


Did I understand 


he was responsible for the 


Sea to the Danube 


after 1920, star- 


the Oder down to the moun- 


on thc - in other 


this 


onilt 7 


nly an advance post more cr 


of defenses 


system was before the bezgin- 


war, there was a very weak 


more to the east, consisting 


was from Pommerania to Sile- 


the end of my area and anothe 


int. Bavaria, 





20 FunontBa3e2 sects MIMINA 


H0968-0089 


Qs Will you advise as tc how many divisions Germany had at the besinning 
of the war ? 

Ae There was a totzl of 36 divisions an^ after the annexation of the Sude- 
tenland we added one or two moree In other words in 1938, we had about 38 
divisions anc in adciticn we had three cr four armoured divisions and two 
motorized divisions, There were also seme divisions in austria, but I do not 
know how nanye I cannot sive any exact information, That is what I remember, 

Qe In other words the witness admits that divisions wers slowly eing 
deployed to the Russian border ? 

Áo There is a mistake herco These defensive positions in th. cast were 
only manned by the troops of the divisions and army corps, which were static 
ned in that area. There wa ot a single soldier especially recruited to 
thoss defensive divisicnse 


Qa I don't want to know cor to t: ^k about why the divisions were there or 


what kind of divisions were used for the cefense of this line to man this 


linc, I want to derive from your statement that more anc more Civisions and 
troops were used for these 
stated yesterday, Acolf Hitler in the 
verbignty listed the number of divisions in the German Army as 
After the occu; 
Sudetenland there were one or two more civisic é anc after the occupa- 
tion of austria, there were one wo m addec he cavalry civisions 


which we were allowecd tc have under the Versailles Treaty were dissolved and 


changed to armoured divisicnse 
the witness said that the number cf divisions was large ? 
Yesg a small number through tu‘ addition of these two countries- that 
he Sudetenland and austrias 
The witness admits that these calvary, divisions w 
armored divisions were instit:ted in their place 
Yeso 
If I am not mistaken, the witness stated yesterday that the action agai 
the Soviet Union was combined with the us. of additional armored divisions ? 
Ae I stated yesterday that after the question of my defense lawyer as to 
the Russian campaign, I stated Russia had a large number of armored vehicles. 


I wanted to add that on the occasion of the Polish campaign a numer 
1512 
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of so-called reserve divisions were used anc mobilize’ and even a larcer 


Rumer acainst Frances When the Russian campaizn started a larger 
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number of divisicns were used than tho orir I 


bU 


l wrotc wn yosterday curing the questioning th: 


armorec. force was used on the attack on Russize 
statorconut 
not make a single statenent yesterday concerning 
wnich werc use: on the attack on Russi: 
lofense Lawyer concerning the Russian units 
; 


concornin;; that units worc-used side. 


I would Like 7: 


like to rcuiind 


ho Russio: 


BY COLONAL FOKROVSKY: 


ning agains 


rather woak and incre 
Sian territory. i 


SM e A 1 ape My A 
nisuncerstandi 


lcfense lawyer was od yostorcay ocneornin 


i the OK a 





MOLONAI 


H0968-0092 
20 Juno-JT-3-2 


that cvon tho houses of pcaccful citizens c civilians or thoir 


be blasted. Do you know that before the Hich Teibunal Jodl sa 


: 
ji 


this crcr? 


t this dircctive was, I do not Knowe 


Jeane 8 4^ r2 bm Success e 4 d a Phr } day) P 
during tho German retreat - that is after tho :dav*cr o 


would have been clear 


l vance when those hous Oe 
bor 1, 1941 and wish to stato 


Lhen t p he hans 
UC that up C had VOCI 


directives 
any ha 


number j 


ackin: 


these hoavy artillery picces 


ariy 


mapa] o 


. 1 
33 oe 
CA Led iloc. 


p ‘ 1 


CONS VPUCTC ie 


y Abd dose 
witness st Loc? Uil 


N 


Poland 


: ' 
011087175 
AD t 


casualtics on cur sido, 


V evi 


the cutskiris, tho city was 


the terms of capitulati 


ae) 


Polish campaign was concerned, I b 


thore was some kind "een Germany a 
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Á The city of Warsaw fell, the Polish army were Prisoners of War, Some 
of the Poles were able to escape to Rumania and were demobilized there, There 
was an unconditional surrender about the same as Germany received at the end 
of this war, otherwise I do not know anythinz, 

Q Do you know that according to Keitel!s statements, he was against an 
attack of war against Russia and he went to Hitler to advise Hitler against 
such a campaign e 

A I absolutely believe that Keitel just like the rest of us sincere 
senerals were against war or an attack against Russia. Whether or not he 
protested to Hitler I do not know as at that time I was in Francee 

Q Do you consider General Von Paulus as a qualified man who is able 


the arts of war are concerned ? 


ii General Von Paulus too was a chief of staff of the army in the Polish 


campaign under my order, In addition, at the beginning of the war, he was 
with the general staff of the army, I consider him a smart man who understand. 
ing something concerning military operations, Whether or not he was qualified 
as an army lealer, I do not know as he was not an army leader at the time he 
was under moe 

Q Do you know that Field Marshall Paulus denied that the war against 
Russia was a defensive or preventive war ? 

Q I 3o not know thate 

Q If you believe that if the chief of the general staff had correct 
information concernin;; the strength of his troops, do you believe that he 
would have given to Hitler this information and informed him concerning this, 

i, I cannot make any statements concerning this. It could be, however, 

a Soviet attack was expected and he could have saic, I will mect this 
Soviet attack and then defend myself. 

Q I believe you misunderstood me, so I repeat. Keitel claims that he 
went to Hitler in order to advise him not to start a war against Russia, Would 
you say that if General Keitel had received, behing the lines, information 
that the Russians were bringing troops and material to the border in order to 
start an aggressive war, do you think that Keitel would have gone to Hitler 
and reported this. 


CAPTAIN TUDRIDY s There are apparent assumptions in the question, 


HE WITNESS e I would like to answer that, mi] | Il MUI 
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CAPTAIN TUDRIDY : There is not much value to a question which is more 
or less of a hypothetical nature, There doesn't appear to be anything hore 
to show that such a thing occured. 

COLONEL POTROVSKY : I give this question large importance because the 
defense lawyer interestel himself yesterday concerning the character of the 
war against Russia and the witness answered to the questions of the defense 
lawyer and stated that iù was his belief accordinc to the information received 
through the Japanese Miltary attache in Berlin the German Supreme High 
Command that the war against Russia was of a preventive character. It seems 
important to me that this question de cleared Upe 

CAPTAIN TURIDY : Perhaps we can phrase the question so it won't be 
contingent on whether something had occurred or not, Would you ask the 
question again ? 

COLONEL FOTROVSKY : The witness stated yesterday that he was informed 
that Russia was preparing to attack Germany and that accordine to the inform- 
ation which Germany possessed Russia actually was contemplating such an 
attack, He stated that supposedly that information was received throuch the 
Japanese Military Attache in Derling Dontt you think that it is strance that 
if Germany possessed such information concerning a proposed Russian attack 
that the chief of the OKY would not go to Hitler so as to advise him azainst 
an attack on Russia, 

Di, LOTERNSER s The question is not permissable, The opinion is asked 
here of a witness which does not concern itself with military matters. 

CAPTAIN TU^RIDY 3 Let us put it this way. Would a person in hich 
military command who had information that Russia was about to attack advise 
Hitler not to wage war against Russia, 

THE WITNESS 3 That could be very easily, There are two cases, If some- 
body wants to attack mo, I know there are two ways, either I took a defensive 
position an?! waited for the attack or I, in order to head off the attack 
myself would stage a preventive attack, It depends upon your nerves and 
temperment as to what solution is used, Hitler micht have decided not to 
use Keitelts advise, which I consider very sane, and order a preventive attack 
on Russia anyhow and to that extent he gave us the orders concerning the attac) 


on Russiae. If I had been in the place of Keitel in charge of the armed forces 
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staff, then I too would have advised against an attack, 
1516 ALII 
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BY COLONEL POKROVSKY: 

Q Iam vory thankful to the commissioner for the quostion ho asked 
which intorested us all, but I want to ask one more question in that connection. 
From the statements of the defense, one can draw the conclusion that every 
campaign actually is a defensive or preventive campaign and this can be 
explained through temserament and that somebody decided to prepare for a wars 
Did I understand the witness correctly? 

A I stated yesterday that already the difference between a preventive 
campaign and an aggressive campaigne An aggressive war is an attack upon a 
country that is not armed and is living in peace. In the case of two nations 
which aro armed and prepared for war, it is a question of whether it is a 
preventive war by one side or the others I am very sorry but I cannot add 


anything to these statementse 


Q Is there any diffcrence if there is an agreement between the two 


countrics you are talking about? 


R That is a political matter about which I cannot saye 

Q Iam asking you from a military point of view, would you call such 
a war a preventive ware 

A If the other country beers arms and prepares itself for a attack 
on my country, then this agreement has beon broken actually. 

Q po you know, or do you have any information, which would lead you 
to believe that Russia had broken the agreement which was in effect between 
Germany and Russia? 

A I can only say that wo were told by er that Russia was preparing 
an attack on us, That is all I know, 

Q I do not ask you concerningthe political statements of Hitlers 
I asked you concerning military factse 

4 I do not know apy other military statement, except the statement by 
Hitler that Russia was preparing an attack on Germany ond we wore told to 
prepare for war against Russiae I want to point out that Iwas in tho west at 
that times Ido not know mat happoned in the east during the year 1902 

Q Ian satisfied withthe answer of the witness and I am very grateful 
for ite I am of the opinion that the witness has answered my questions There 
is only one last group of questions; 
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The witness stated yesterday that to the disgust and dismay of Mre 
Sauckol you did not carry out Hitlor!s order in the deportation of Fronch 
workcrss Is that correct? 

4 The employment of workers from Franco was not a deportation, but a 
hiring of workers e These recruited persons were supposed to be brought together 
or routed through the aid of troops and then sont to Germany. That is the 
military commander in France and I informed our Commander in Chief West we are 
opposed to the use of troops in this recruitment of labore The reason for this 
was that tho young follows recruited for labor in Germany, upon thoro we a 
certain amount of pressure brovght by the French Government, would take the 
first available opportunity either in trains or collection groups then to s tray 
around tho country. That is something we could not use in thb military 

Q Iam very sorry to interrupt the witness, but I am intcrostod in 
a different aspecte I am interested in the following sentence independently 
from tho fact that you refuscd to cooperatee Is that correct? 

4 We repeatedly reported to the OK! that wo did not have tho troops 
for this also that we did not approve of this forceful deportation for the 
reasons I have already givene Thon came the invasion and the whole thing died 
domnie 

Q Did you help Sauckel or did you not? 

A No, we did not and did not want to, 

Even though it was an order of Hitler's? 

2 oSe 

Q You stated previously that the cornissar and commando decrees were 
also sabotaged by you? 

A Yese 

Q I an not quito clear on tho fact that you stated that tho military 
commands carried out the orders they received from their cormander in chief and 
their suporior officers and you also stated that you swore or took an oath that 
you would carry out the orders of tho stato, no matter who wes at the head of 
the state, but according to tho statononts that you havo made now tho Gonorals 


only carricd out the orders on which they agreede In other words, you do not 


say that you carried out all the orders which wore handed to you, but only 


those on which it was agrocde 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I think this point has been covered before by prior 
a Er 


examination e 


COLONEL POKROVSKY: I thank you. I am finished, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Docs the French Prosecution want to ask any 
questions? 

CAPTAIN QUATRE: Yese 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Can you give us an estimate of how much timeyou 
will require? 

CAPTAIN QUATRE; About one and one half hourse 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will take a short recesSe 
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DR. LATERNSEI In order to avoid any orror in tho matter I should like 
to clarify ono point, Referring to a quostion asked by tho Russi 
Prosocutor, tho witnoss speaks of n conditionol surrender of VarsoWe 
boliovo that ho must have meont unconditional surrondor, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Yos, I think that is righte 


inform the Intorprotor that it was translated 


tho word "conditional surrondor' 


tho rocord is corroctod accordinglye 
LA TERNSER 
no the cxact timo oc when you recoived a command 
is concerned in connection 
the police, [ ics economics and business with tho Profoc 
mand authority, cor 
on my 


e 


concornod 


mandor 
Commander in Chiof of 
ond i 940 I Comuondor in Chicf test and romaincd such until 
was tronsforrod to Russia and in tho middle 
o Commander in 


omainod until ls 1944. whon I rotirod, 


^M 


What woro thc 

Capital "o", 

your diroct superior whon you wero OBI? 
imaodiatoly subordinato to tho OKW Cormonder in Chiof 

to tho Commandor in Chief of OKH, oven though st that tine Hitlor 
ropros bothe 

To whom wore the police orga tions in Franco subordinate who 

not subordinate to you? 


The military commandors in Dolgium, Franco and Northorn Franco were 


immediately subordinate to th i and their polico organs dircctly 
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subordinate to Himmler. 


Q Vas thoro any ray Svo poi tio CTY nu ops uncer your 


command end the troops who wor 
iiy troc voro mly orployod for oporations as 
and they were stationod at tho coast or close to 
nad under thoir commend polico troops, 
responsible for peace and ordor, 


Landwehr formations, and below that il 50lico formations 


batallionse 


: s Ah uncis ENA, 
ind those two c vi nad no direct connection with once another: 


our command t ic troops under subordinate 


military comnanders 


comnanders to lend us 


Hauntoorbindrungstab? 


wu s 


bindrungstal 


givon as police 


LOS GiT i Cc: 


mand 
ouroly technica! 


i had no ponal c ogal jurisdiction ovor the SS troops, just 


v 


undor your oonnnd, and 


Franco up to tho 


tele eda dede e Ed Kal : : Sep md 
U VG Ul: ior re cu iic i S 


was in Sow rn france it 


under the command 


A 
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subordinato to Hinmlor. 
operati 


comand and the troo who were to sustain 


ass Tayr 
on Ly 


iy troops orployod for opor 


and thoy woro stat at tno coast or celoso 


idor 


Na oP de 


S 


rosponsible for peace and ordor, 


Lendwohr formations, and below t 


authoritics nad no 


Vi 


hs $440 : 
nich authoritics no 


do you 


Thotroops undor your command and tho 


commnandors 


No, but only sonotimos 


b n 
vo 


WA 


cor ders lord us 


army troops wore 


Don't you rathor be 


hoadquartors carrying out strativo work, 


m nee 
Pr navi 


Yesterday you 


testifiod 


at 


and, 


not under your com 


Franco up to 


time when tho SS wrod divi 


was under the cormand of the OK; 


"4" 
-L 


my request unuer ny comand but on 


eds 


Vrodour affair took place this division 


D LVIS 


o7 


wee 


15 


order 


dircct c 


tho wrds 


ovor tho 


rod divisio 


: 
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on botwoon the troops undcr your 


ond ? 


peace 


* T DA 
ations as I alre 


ady montioned, 


to it, ond the militar 


V 


3 


v 


S 


so-called socurity troops 


Onn 
U-Lil 


a 
Ð 


troops under subordinate 


] tocrbindrunsstsb 


aun 


troops, 


SS 
y tro O pSe 


ns 


callod 


uthern France it 


was upon 


4.4 - » 
timo tho 


March northward 
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direction of Normandye 


Q Do you know General Brodowski? 


v 


A I hayo known Gonorol Brodowski sinco boforo tho war, ond as far as 


I know he was at that time in Southern., Franco Field Commander subordinate 
to tho lülitary Commanders 

à I shall submit documont F 287 to you from tho war diary of General 
Brodowski and an extract from tho 1 January, 1944, Brodowski was at that 


Pun 


tine Chief of tho Fiold “cadquarters 588, which later on became staff 588-6 
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The entry of 7 Juno, l9ll, shows Commander in Chief West l-A of 1-C, 
3688h), secrete The entry says the dovclopment of the situation in the central 
district roquirod during tho last fow days and hours the immediate and 
inconsiderate attack of large forcose 

For this purpose the military commander in France is being given for 
its command effoctive immediately, the 16th Reserve Corps of the General Corm- 
ando L with 198 reserve divisions and 2 SS armored divisions with all 
available formations, as woll as the second SS tank division is to be led into 
this arca of Tuclle Limorese After arriving in this sector the division will 
receive further orders from General Commander L-1634l. This order was issued 
by your General Staff? 

A Yos. 

Q You witness ordered that these two SS armored divisions were to be 
ecnployed in the Area of Tuollo Limoges whet had formerly been under the 
Command of the Comander test? 

A Yese 

Q I conclude from this that it was left to your discretion to employ 
SS divisions whenever you wanted to? 

4 The OKT had been asked for a long time and in very threatening terns 
to place at our disposal troops and varticularly for combating the resistance 
moveront, for this purpose only and only to be used within this areae They 
were not,for exaiple, to be allowed to bo drawn out of France and Belgiume 

They were to combat our larger resistance groups because our own forces wore 
not in a position to do so and Potain!s help also was no longer sufficient, but 
only for this purpose were we able to use theme They were not allowed, for 
example, to renovo them to Paris or to tho coaste They had to remin in this arez 
Q Contrary to what you said proviously it seons thet this second 
armnorcd division which was to proceed to Normandy was employed in this area of 
Linores? 
^ This division was drawn up into Normandy and had been stationed, as 
I remember, in the areca of Toulon, and the division had to fight its way 
and had been employed up there a mattor of days in time but I don "+, 


tine exactlye 


Q This order is dated the 6th or 7th of June, On tho other hand, the 


that took place in Oradour occurred on the lOth of June; Oradour is in 


1525 
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the vicinity of Tuclle Limoges, a fow miles distant fron Limoges.  Thoy admitted 
that assoon as you had given this orcer this unit went into a definite arca 
in order to take part in the combat thoro? 

A YeSe 

Q if you will turn to tho first few pages of the war diary you may 
be eble to explain to us the making of the order? 

À I can't find tho place. 

Q Is tnis proof that not only officors of the Wehrmacht, but also 

SS and SD and foreign troops belonged to this organization also? 
Commandant subordinate? 
A I don't know, I canti think. A special military commander for 
Southern France had been installed but T don't know any particulars about ite 

Q Do you noan to Say that these units were subordinate to a Commander 
who in turn was subordinate to the Military Commander? 

A I don't knows I cantt give any information on this pointe 

Q Will you please tum to the war diary entry of the æd of June 194? 

This refers to order issucd by the Sommander in the Army group in the South of 

France, saying that Brodowski is responsible for the planning and carrying out 
ordcre To whom was the arm group "Southern" subordinate? 

A The Arny Group Southern France was under the command of Colonel 
General Blaskowitz tho was o cormand of the Commander in Chief West and 
that is nysolf. 

Q the order issuc 1 by you was then passed on by Blaskowitz to 
Brodowski? 

Blaskowitz was responsible for maintaining order in this Sector, 
and as aresult handed that order to Drodowski; 

Q Did the éloaning up actions in this local area start under your 
command or the local cormancer, or were they carried out according to the 
directives that were issuod from higher authorities? 

À All instructions wore issuod by the OKT upon the order of Hitler and 
in this connection a general dircetive was issued concorning the conbating of 


these “nits of partisans in March or April of that year. This order was submitted 


to ne when I returned fron my leave but I must be quite frank in stating I do not 


caber what the details of it werce If detailed information concerning this 


H 
4 


r is required ry chiof of genoral staff at that time, who is also here, may 
be able to give information on this matters 


L526 
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Q This order shows that the authority cr command of the occupying 


powers is to be reinstated, and that the partisans are to be combatted with 


all available methods. In the entry under the 6th of June, 19ll, it says 


concerning the order for the appeasement actions in the town of Cantal, and 


^ - 743 ga rid - eat - 
surrounding districtss 


"I have been ordered to re-instate as socn as 


possible the autho- 


rity of the occupying powers án the town of Cantal, and it's bordering dis- 


tricts, and to combat and destroy the partisans found there with all 


ET “cs, unfortunately, this was necessary and eculd nct AV 


rou know what the result was? 


Th^t the illegal incident of Oradour had nothing to do with 


wariarc am we know it and was an exception, 


You agree then with the Frosccutor that these inéidents were 


carried on in violation of the rules of 


warfare by killing C efonseless 


3 


women and chilZ2ren? 


Ea 


d for this reason the OKW imrediately demanded that 


AM 


Coni 


43 
id 


nding Officer of this SS Corps. 


you know that three days later more than one thousand people 


ES 


led over tc tho SD and 120 male x is Y 


vere hanged? 


[ru 


no report ever 


incidents that took 


The German rcetrc2t from Belgium and France shows such incicents 
ccurred frequently and have hac nothing to co with pure war fore. 


ccur it is very regrettable that they did occur 


Joc 


2ts but I cannot give any information because 


the ist of July I no lIcncer was Commander, 


Do y agree with us thon thet the destruction of Oradour and 


unjustified burning down was absolutely contrary tc thelaws cf w^r? 


Yes, I an, and therefore, application was made for a legal pro 


shallnow turn toa different topic. If i understood you 


testificd yestercay that the Officers of the Gen.ral Staff 
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in politics between the years that elapsed between 
waB$, is that correct? 
Xose 
officers frequently mention the Versailles Treaty? 
| the Versailles Treaty was concerned the hope and wish 
p 


frequently expressed by the officers that Germany would be placed nn 


v 


junl fo ting with the other nations as far as armament was concerned, 


these thoughts were expressed and these endeavors were carried on curing 


te Weimar Republic and at Geneva we did nct bear any thought of revenge. 
We only wanted to be placed on an equal footing with the obher nations 
to have the portion of the occupicd Rhineland evacuated. 
thet attempts weremace to regain lost equality by mems 


of a purely pacifist measure and by diplomatic means? 


is what the political regime and officers of the Reich tried 


ecially the officers of the 


West an the tumn w 
lcuwWcon the two Wars, 
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Q Did you ever hoar tho nono of an author officer, Captain Schussloi': 
I now rofor to Exhibit P 156, USA 41, ond this concorns tho scerct 
pauphlot,publishod in 1937 ond witten by Captain Schusslor, entitled "Tho 
Battle of tho Navy Against Versailles from the years 1919 to 1935," 

A I do not know the booklot, 

Q Please turn to the proface, to tho index of this booklet and you 
will immediately upon sooing thon notico the spirit in which this pamphlot 
was Written. In tho third paragraph of this prefaco it says: 

"This booklet is further to shod more light on the morits of those than 
who without always being known by a largo circle have always placed 

y into the sorvico of tho battle against the peace agroononte 
They have in doing so, borne by tho highest sense of duty, especially 
in the beginning of this bottlo, thrown duty, position and person into tho 
Seales for tho tasks that they thonsolvos partly pledged themsclves to 
carry out," 

The indox his bool 1ows vory cloarly tho spirit of tho book, 
doesn't it? 

First of all the question was to fight against tho oxocution of tho 
Irosty of Versailles.  Furthor, this booklot troats of tho indopondont ro- 
armanont measure  unimown to tho Reich Govornmont and its logislotivo 
bodios snd especially tho ontorpriso undortakon by Captain Lohnone. Captain 
Lolan participated in the armistice convontion, Ho was cn officoyón tho 
General Staff of tho Navye- On pago 26 it says: dnd hore it says that 
"Lohman pronisod jfuel lor, whovas the Commander of tho Vruisor Emdon that ho 
woul essist him in tho fighting of conditions set by tho ontonto, ond in 
tno zo-armonont and ro-construction of his fatherland," 


Tr 


"o Soo in Lohman a system that fought sololy against tho conditions of 


tho Vorsaillos agroomont, ge 21 it says that it followed that ho got 


in tcuch with the Admiral Conaris, who was later Admiral, and that it was 
possiblo for him, ospociolly in Fronoo, to carry out sccrots that would bo 
profitable for tho romarmamonte 

Do you agroo with tho Prosocutor that such actions violatod tho 


Ggroonont of tho treaty of Versailles? 
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DR, LATERNSER: I should liketo object. First ofall tho quostion is 
a legal question end in tho second place tho whole affair concerns tho 
so-called Coptcin Lohman, who is not mom to this witness, and who has 
nothing to do with tho Goneral Staff of tho ON, as it has bonn indictod 

ro, and, thoroforo, lc t soc how this matter has any connection with 

the point that we aro discussinge 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDYs I quite agrce with the (Defense) Counsel in that wo 
aro going ¢ t í ificld and tho ground has been covered to the oxtont 
that tho witness has indicated he was for ro-ormomont, 
BY ¿Re QUATRE; 

Q 


Do you know that such socrot actions and endeavors were not only 


carried out by tho officers of tho lavy but also by the officers of the 


General Staff of the irmy, or that thoy at least found their help and 


approval? 
I nover belonged to the Contral office of the General Staffe I 


attached to the troop headquarters, and I cannot give any 


Do you know Genoral Thonas 
armored division was in Africae 
not believe they aro onc and the sameo persone 
not know any othor, 
Gonoral George Thomase 


I do not know hime 


e te i 
Do you know General (urzbochor 
/ 


^T 


Moe 

Do you Enow General Ludwig? 

Noe 

What command did you have in1924? 


In 1924 I was Chief of tho Gonorol Staff of the Service Command 


II in Stettin, 





